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Glen Solomon - Commodore 

 

Hello Everyone, 

Halfway through the summer.   We have the Luau Cruise in 

front of us.  Hope to see a lot of you there. 

This month, we’ve had lots of parties at the clubhouse.       

Birthdays, weddings, reunions, Friday Night Dinners.  Very busy 

and I would like to thank the sponsors of the parties for taking 

very good care of the house.  It’s a very special place, PMYC, 

and it needs your watchful eye to ensure we keep it functional 

and friendly for all to enjoy. 

We’ve had an adjustment on the Leadership Team this past 

month.   Lisa Clausen resigned and she was replaced by     

Jack Rackliff, a past director.   Lisa has served as Director and Treasurer these past few years and 

I am extending a heartfelt thank you for her choice to serve the Club.  And to Jack, welcome back 

and thank you for your time and energy. 

There are many new faces at PMYC.  Many fresh personalities and ideas.  These new friends and 

members are representative of the next wave of PMYC.  And of them I ask, take some time to learn 

about PMYC.   Talk to some of the longer term members about things around the Club.  There is a 

rich history filled with stories that will make you appreciate why PMYC is a place unlike the others.  

This is the time of year to start thinking about leadership for the next year.  There are going to be a 

number of openings on the ballot this year and I encourage all of you to look inside yourself and 

see if you have some leadership qualities and time to share with the membership. 

Hope to see you around the Club and on the cruise this month.    

Glen Solomon 

Commodore 2015  
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Curt Bersche - Rear Commodore  

 

Ahoy the Club! 

 I am really looking forward to the Luau Cruise and all of 

the camaraderie and fantastic activities that are planned. 

Roxann will be giving her world class hula lessons and, the 

word is, Princess Papuli may be making another appearance 

this year. Hope to see you all there. 

 Let’s make PMYC the best yacht club. The Argonaut 

Newspaper has an online poll to vote for the Best of the 

Westside and one of the categories is best yacht club. Please 

take a moment to vote for our club at The Argonaut website. 

The survey needs to be completed by August 5
th
 at 5:00pm. 

Thanks in advance for your vote. (Even if we don’t win, we all 

       know that PMYC is the best yacht club.) 

 Thank you to all who have prepared a Friday Night Dinner so far this year. It is very much 

appreciated and it is always great to enjoy our club members’ fantastic culinary skills. We still have 

a lot of openings throughout the rest of the year, so please sign up at the club or contact me at   

rearcommodore@pmyc.org. It is a lot of fun getting in the galley and showing off your cooking 

prowess. 

 Your Membership Committee has been hard at work interviewing all of our prospective new 

members. So far this year we have brought in 18 new members with 10 more in the pipeline.     

Currently, PMYC has a total of 186 members. To be clear, it’s not all about the numbers. The best 

part is 70% of the new/prospective members own boats and, even better, they are all terrific people 

who will make great PMYC members. Allow me to thank our Membership Committee:               

Kent Andersson, Pearl Andreas, Roxann Bersche, Mark Chapin, Eric Dugdale, Karen Ellis,         

Pat Garrett, Wendi and Terry Matchett, Keith Mott, Michael Murbarger and Randi and                 

Peter Sternberger. 

 

With that, I would like you all to welcome our newest members who were voted in to the Club in  

July. Dave Ammons, Hank Boehm, Tatiana Burton, Elizabeth Ceja & Gabriel Fore, Casey Faddis, 

Bob Gray, Michael Highfield, Audrey Rader & Russell Short, and Howard Taksen. When you see 

them up at the Club, please introduce yourself and make them feel at home.   
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Dave Ammons 
Hank Boehm 

Tatiana Burton 

Elizabeth Ceja & Gabriel Fore  

Casey Faddis Bob Gray 

Michael Highfield Audrey Rader & Russell Short 

Howard Taksen 
Well, that is all for now. Thank you and we will see you at the Club           

or on the water! 

Curt Bersche 
 
Rear Commodore 

Membership Chairman 
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Keith Mott - Fleet Captain 

 

Greetings All: 
 
Luau Cruise is at Two Harbors, August 7.8.9. The sign up 
sheet is posted at PMYC. We have many fun activities 
planned and a few surprises too! Hula Instructor, “Roxann” 
will be leading us into the beautiful world of Hawaiian 
dance and rumor has it that a Hawaiian Princess will also 
be joining us. Looking forward to seeing everyone there. 
Bring your Aloha Spirit!   
 
Emerald Bay Hors d’oeuvre Cruise, September 25,26. 
27. Last cruise of the season. Details to follow. Come one, 
come all.  
 

      WOW (Women On the Water) event is at the club on   
      August 22. If you would like to help out for this   
                event, please contact me at: kmott3662@gmail.com.  
 
 
See everyone around the club.  

 

Keith Mott                                                                                                                                     

Fleet Captain 
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Sam Edwards - Port Captain 

 
Hello, 

 

As I sit here on my front porch in West Virginia, working on 
the OD list for August, I think back on July and the short time 
I had to spend at the club last month.  I work out of town and 
depend on the club membership to help with my club duties 
on occasion.   

Again the club was the focus of some good times.  The     
Dinghy Rama and what has come to be known as the 
“Sunset Fumar” are on the top of my list.  A few of us cigar 
smokers try to spend sunset out on the deck and watch the 
day come to another glorious end.  A cigar and drink are    
enhancements to good company and conversation.   

We have completed rack space for six kayaks and I still have material for three more.  I think five 
spaces are occupied or spoken for already. 

August is very short on volunteers for OD as was July.  I understand the summer months are prime 
time for traveling out of town and this duty is not a high priority for most folks.  Please try to give 
the club a few hours.  If you cannot come by the club and have specific dates you are interested in, 
please contact me at pmyc.samedwards@gmail.com.  Sign up early sign up often. 

Summer is here. Have fun and be safe. 

 

Port Captain                                                                                                                                 

Sam Edwards 
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LUAU 

CRUISE 
TWO HARBORS 

AUGUST 7,8,9 

  

 Friday: 5:00pm Appetizer Party 

 (Please bring an appetizer to share) 

      Saturday: 1:00 - Dinghy Water Polo 

            3:00 - Dinghy Races 

     (No motors or oars allowed) 

       6:00 - Dinner & Luau 

            $10 Per Person  
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Adventures In Catalina 
 By: Dave Ammons 

As is usual for the beginning of one of my adventures, your old 
Skipper was sitting in a bar. Le Petite Chateau in Toluca Lake, 
to be exact. This was a few months ago and I was with        
David Rogers and a group of friends, including David's   
daughter Nicole who was visiting from Tampa. And, 
again, as many of my adventures begin, the conversation      
turned to, "Wouldn't it be fun to…". And thus began an          

adventure of perilous and exhilarating highs and lows on a sail to Catalina Island. 
We enlisted a couple of folks to join the three of us on our journey - Nicole's husband,             
Doug Longo, a tournament fisherman, and world sailor, along with my son Grant, who lives in 
Philly and is an athlete and fitness freak (and CTO of pipelinedeals.com). Thus crewed we had a 
total of 5 folks who could deal with anything. Despite the possibility of bad weather we shoved off 
aboard the 45' Hunter, "Pied A Terre" out of Long Beach at 10:30 am and headed due south     
toward Avalon on Santa Catalina an estimate 4 -5 hour motor/sail. Our plan was to spend one 
night at Avalon, more touristy, and one at Two Harbors, more rustic, about a two hour sail up the 
coast of the island.  
 
About halfway over, we called Avalon Harbor Master on VHF to seek a mooring for the night. They 
don't reserve in advance (as they do at Isthmus Cove) and told us the harbor was full but we could 
moor "out" at Descanso Beach or Hamilton. Given the weather forecast, which was worsening by 
the moment, we decided to divert to Isthmus Cove, at Two Harbors rather than bounce around on 
an outside mooring all night. I had taken the initiative and reserved a mooring online the night    
before, at the isthmus, for just such a contingency. 
 
Upon our arrival at mooring O8, Oscar 8, we found the sand line, leading to the stern hook, had 
been captured by a Jurassic piece of kelp which defied our ability to pull it up. We hailed the    
Harbor Patrol Boat and he cut away the kelp. This is when we learned these guys can be your 
best friend. Can't say enough about how helpful they were during our stay (more later). It was then 
we realized that the sand line had wrapped around the rudder. Thank, God, Grant is a big time 
swimmer! He jumped in with a snorkel mask and swam under the boat to untangle us. Finally, we 
relaxed over a few cocktails and made reservations for dinner at the Harbor Reef Club. We called 
the shore boat, they picked us up, and it was off to a great dinner. Which is good since the Harbor 
Reef is the only joint at two Harbors! 
 
During the evening a large power boat took the mooring next to us and had tied their mooring to 
the starboard side of the boat. Since the weather was cool and a nice breeze was blowing, I      
decide to sleep on deck rather than in the cabin. Good thing I did. About 4 am something woke me 
up and as I opened my eyes, I was looking directly into the cabin of the large power boat, not 10 
feet away. I immediately ran to the bow and stern lines, only to see that they were firm and secure. 
Next stop, radio to call the HP. He was out in a flash and suggested we move our mooring lines to 
starboard as well. He hooked a tow line amidships to hold us off the power boat while we           
accomplished this. Before departing he suggested, nicely, that in the future we should note how 
the other boats are hooked up and try to do the same. That's when I dropped the F Bomb (to my-
self) and stated we were there FIRST. It was the power boat guy who made the rookie 
mistake, not us. HP: "Oh, then he didn't do you any favors….." Really? 
 
 

 



10  

The next morning, even with Hurricane Delores coming up from Mexico, it dawned clear. Not to be 
cheated out of a look at Avalon, we decided to proceed with our Safari Tour down the1,600 foot 
spine of the mountains from Two Harbors to Avalon. We couldn't figure out why it would take two 
hours to go the 12 miles, as the crow flies, until we were aboard the nine person van negotiating 
the switchbacks on the washboard rutted dirt roads. The van had a bad front end (I kept waiting for 
a tie-rod to snap) and there were no guard rails and, apparently, no speed limit - yikes! 
 
We arrived at Avalon and had a great lunch at the Galleon and as we ate we heard the booming of 
the thunder and the torrential downpour. We wondered if there was an earlier Safari van back to 
the isthmus than our 4 pm scheduled return. We checked and….not only was there not an earlier 
van, there was NO van! The road had washed out and couldn't be repaired until tomorrow, earliest. 
Uh, this being the only road from Avalon to Two Harbors, what now? The Safari company offered 
to put us up in a tent campsite outside of town (all the hotels were booked). We decided to 
explore other, and all, options. First thought, take the high speed ferry back to Long Beach, from 
Avalon and then from LB to Two Harbors (about 3 hours). Too late! Next thought, since there is no 
ferry service from Avalon to TH (why?), Doug and I started checking out charter boat companies on 
the dock while Nicole, not being a big tent lady, was calling helicopter services. 
 
When we got back from the docks to say we might have a 36' Sportfisher willing to take us to Two 
Harbors, Nicole was very excited to tell us that the helicopter company was willing to take us for 
less than the charter boat. I was calling the helicopter company to confirm when the lightning   
started to crackle all over the island - end of helicopter. We jumped aboard the charter fishing boat 
and made our escape from Avalon! 
 
Later that same evening, we were having cocktails in the Harbor Reef and Doug was regaling us 
with stories of the time he was boarded by pirates off Madagascar…. 
 
Until next time kiddies, 

Dave Ammons 
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PACIFIC MARINERS YACHT CLUB 

OFFICER OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

Dates: Member Name 

July 03,2015   6-9pm Jim Stanley 

July 04, 2015 No Officer of the Day 

July 05, 2015    12-5pm Larry Laurino 

July 10,2015   6-9pm Nancy Sterick 

July 11, 2015    12-5pm Jovan Radic 

July 12, 2015    12-5pm Jeff Jeffries 

July 17,2015   6-9pm Rex Michel 

July 18, 2015    12-5pm John Reynoso 

July 19, 2015    12-5pm Tony Milazo 

July 24,2015   6-9pm Mike Blumenthal 

July 25, 2015    12-5pm Stefano Coaloa 

July 26, 2015    12-5pm Gary Laff 

July 31,2015    6-9pm Charlotte Tarantola 

August 01, 2015    12-5pm Gary Simpson 

August 02, 2015    12-5pm Frank Quinones 

August 07,2015    6-9pm Steve Davidson 

August 08, 2015    12-5pm LESLIE BOND 

August 09, 2015    12-5pm VANYA  ALAAMA 

August 14,2015    6-9pm THOMAS TURLEY 

August 15, 2015    12-5pm KENAN SUBERK 

August 16, 2015    12-5pm Dave Ammons 

August 21,2015    6-9pm JOSE BELTRAN 

August 22, 2015    12-5pm Hank Boehm 

August 23, 2015    12-5pm EILEEN CIMORELL 

August 28,2015    6-9pm Scott Lamay 

August 29, 2015    12-5pm ROBIN FOSSELMAN 

August 30, 2015    12-5pm Bob Gray 

Officer of the Day:              

Frank Quinones 
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 FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER 

Is one of Pacific Mariners Yacht Club’s   

great traditions. Nearly every Friday 

night (exceptions include cruise weekends 

or a big event on Saturday) a PMYC 

member volunteers to host dinner for the 

membership. 

They cook the meal in our professional 

galley or bring in a meal created by a local 

restaurant. Frozen lasagna, green salad       

  and dinner rolls work too!                  

 We’re not picky!  

     Prices usually run from $7-$12 per person,                                      

       depending on the fare served. 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to prepare a Friday 

Night Dinner, please contact         

Rear Commodore Curt Bersche at    

rearcommodore@pmyc.org 
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Jim Dalby      

C: 310-702-6543         
P: 310-305-9192   

F: 310-305-9186 
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MEMBERS: 

Advertise your business in 

The Log.                                                                                    

$10 per month; $100 for one 

year.                                                                                       

For more information please 

email:                                                                               

logeditor@pmyc.org 

PMYC’S MASTER CALENDAR 

IS POSTED AT THE CLUB  

    The Log is published on or as soon  

    after the 1st of each month  

       Deadline: 5 days before end of the   month  

         If you would like to contribute articles  

     or photos, please forward to:    

                     logeditor@pmyc.org  

To register and view more         

pictures & activities on          

PMYCPICS Shutterfly  

Please contact: Roxann             

roxmehle@gmail.com 


