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Glen Solomon - Commodore 

 

Hello and Thank You, 

I was away some during November addressing personal      

matters but I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving    

weekend.  I will share that I had a very good holiday, and that I 

spent the weekend with my son, Captain Matthew Solomon.   

He continues to serve in our US Army keeping watch with the       

thousands of other soldiers, sailors and airman.  We had a great 

meal on Thursday with family, followed by three days of talking, 

hiking, blowing up gophers and playing with his dog Loki.           

I spent a lot of time listening to this young man.  Hearing his 

views, following his train of thought, listening to his goals and 

watching how he handles himself.  It brought to mind how lucky 

I am to be his father and friend.   For that, I am thankful for his thoughtfulness, commitment to    

service, his integrity, and his ability to treat people with dignity.   

I look around PMYC, our Club, our leadership team, the appointees and volunteers, the helping 

hands during our parties, Monday Night Football and all the Friday Night Dinners throughout the 

year, and I find myself again, realizing how lucky I am and thankful.  Thankful to be a Commodore, 

surrounded by thoughtful people, committed to PMYC, to keeping the spirit boating, albeit cruising, 

racing, or putting around in a dinghy, alive.  As in every family or organization, there are differences 

of opinion as to how something might be managed, and I’ve found for the most part these past two 

years, that we have done this with integrity, and when necessary, we did our very best to ensure 

the Club and our membership were treated with dignity. 

These past two years were the result of tremendous people.  People with heart and commitment, 

whatever their reasons may be.  There are those that helped keep the calm when things got 

stormy, rebuilt excitement when things got tired, brought tempered judgement when necessary, 

and above all, kept PMYC the most fun Club in MdR.  Leadership, membership, guests, friends, 

and family – I witnessed all kinds of PMYC spirit and support from YOU. 

So on this Thanksgiving Weekend, and in my last writing as Commodore, I express my sincerest 

gratitude and appreciation, for your time, energy and spirit in making me a very lucky Commodore 

two years in a row.   Thank You. 

A new Leadership Team will be taking their posts this month on December 11, 2015.  Please check 

your emails for the details as they are sent out.   

I want to expressly thank some individuals that are not often recognized for the energy they share: 

Candy Brown and Staff Commodore Mike Blumenthal and their team for their five years as House 

Managers.   Thank you so much for your organizational skills and foresight in preparing so many 

meals, cruises, and parties.  You always had the answers.  Thank you. 
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Ken Rue for his tireless morning routine of stocking the front room, cleaning up in the morning, 

making the coffee, and bringing in the paper, all before going to work.  It doesn’t seem like much, 

but in the morning, he warms up the club.   Thank you. 

Deborah Pitt and Gary Panas for all the parties, events, bands, posters and other graphical 

presentations.  They set up and take down all the decorations for most PMYC parties.  They have 

been very conscientious of cost, taste and tone in our events.  Excellent. 

Rex Michel is our Quartermaster responsible for PMYC related things like burgees, pins and  

clothing items.  But he does so much more in helping around the club with things like cleaning up, 

receiving guests on the dock, assisting the house manager, and in general, coordinating things 

around the club that most of us don’t know about.  

Mary Wichser and Janet Mundo for their vision and passion over our gardens.  They are both out 

there year round, planting, trimming, watering, weeding and all the other stuff to keep the plants 

beautiful and healthy.  Every year we have a great Opening Day surrounded by their work.    

Thank You ladies.  

Dennis Peitso for his support of the Club’s Guest Dock.  Dennis was the Dock Master for PMYC 

and always nearby to receive mariners, coordinate their stays and provide them with information 

about PMYC and MdR. 

Mary Ellen Woolery for her tireless efforts in getting out “The Log” each month.  Everyone is very 

busy and she always seems to get us to do our homework and put something together.  But      

beyond the articles, she does all the desktop publishing for the calendars, pictures,                     

announcements, etc…  I will attest that it requires a lot of time and talent.  Thank you Mary Ellen. 

Al Wichser and Michael Murbarger for the management of the front room computer and access 

systems that needed constant updates to accommodate the many new members these past two 

years. 

Kent Andersson, Curt Bersche, Keith Mott, Sam Edwards, Peter Breum, Patricia Garrett, Cal 

Troupe, Michael Murbarger, Jack Rackliffe, Helene Smith, and Roxann Bersche for your diligence 

this year in attending meetings, sitting through so many tough sessions to find solutions and    

staying connected as a team, even when opinions differed.  Very Professional. 

Staff Commodore Barrie Harnett for stepping into the role of PMYC House Manager.  Barrie is well 

respected and a hands on manager.  We are happy to have him sharing his experience and      

energy with us.    

There are so many more…..  And that is how lucky I was and thankful I am. 

I hope going into this new PMYC year, that each of you take the opportunity to see how lucky we 

all are to be part of this family.   

Thank you all again many times over….. 

 

In calm seas and fair winds, 

Glen Solomon, Commodore 
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Kent Andersson - Vice Commodore 

 

Happy Holidays: 

 

How do you top an article like that one? I won’t even try.  

I would like to thank Glen for all the hard work serving as  

Commodore for the past two years and I am looking forward to 

working with the 2016 Board and members. Without you guys it 

would not be a club. 

Don’t forget to sign up early for the Change of the Guard Friday 

Night Dinner on December 11. It will be a special one with our 

own Master Chef Mike Elia in the galley. Please, all officers are 

requested to bring their blue blazers for the installation and   

        picture.   

The New Year’s Eve Party and the Commodore’s Ball planning is in full swing. For New Year’s 

Eve, we will have music, dancing, food and champagne toast. The Commodore’s Ball will be on 

Saturday, January 30 at Killer Shrimp in Marina del Rey. The cost will be: $40 per person.        

More information on these two events will follow very soon. 

Next year, we are bringing back the general meetings during the 2nd Friday Night Dinner each 

month for Q&A’s and suggestions.  

Let’s rock 2016 with a big smile! 

That’s it for now. 

Kent Andersson, Vice Commodore  
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Curt Bersche - Rear Commodore  

 

Thank you again to all who have prepared a Friday Night Dinner 
this year. It is very much appreciated and it is always great to 
enjoy our club members’ fantastic culinary skills. The Friday 
Night Dinner calendar is now filled through the end of the 
year. Great job and thank you so much to everyone who       
participated. 
 
We had over 50 people attend this year’s Thanksgiving dinner 
at the club. We all enjoyed two 23 pound turkeys (one wrapped 
in bacon), three hams, countless side dishes and appetizers 
and a never-ending supply of desserts. Everyone’s dishes were  
truly outstanding. I would like to thank everyone who helped set 
up, slice, dice, chop, carve, mash, baste, boil, stir, eat, break 
down, vacuum, wipe and clean the dishes. Rox and I could not 
have done it without the help of all of you. Your efforts  

were very much appreciated and exemplify the true meaning of our do-it-yourself club. 
 
The 2015 Marina del Rey Boat Parade is coming up on Saturday, December 12th and the theme is 
“Adventures on the Sea”. Staff Commodore Larry Koch and Darlene have been gracious enough to 
let us use their boat this year. Terry and Wendy Matchett are heading up the boat parade         
committee this year and have been working tirelessly on the boat decorations. We are going to 
start decorating the Koch’s boat this weekend (12/5 and 12/6) and we will put the finishing touches 
on the day of the parade. We need your help, so if you are interested in lending a hand, stop by the 
club on any, or all of those days at 12:00PM.  
 
So far this year our membership committee has brought in 30 new members and we still have 3-4 
more to be voted on this month. I would like to thank our membership committee for everything 
they have done to help bring in all of the new members. I would like to give a special shout-out to 
Michael Murbarger who really helped me out a lot and participated in all of the membership      
committee interviews. 
 
I would like you all to welcome our newest member, Janae Brand, who 
was voted in to the Club in November.  When you see her up at the 
Club, please introduce yourself and make her feel at home.   
 

Thank you all for a great 2015 and we will see you at the Club or on the 
water! 
 
 
 
Curt Bersche 
Rear Commodore 
Membership Chairman 
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Keith Mott - Fleet Captain 

 

Greetings All: 
 
Hope we had a fabulous time during the Thanksgiving  
Season. Lots of good food, wonderful time with families.  
As we move through the Holiday season, let us not forget 
those whose have passed and are no longer with us.  
Prayers out to their families during this Holiday season.  
  
It has been a pleasure to serve this club in the capacity of 
Fleet Captain. My time moving up the chair has really been 
an experience. A learning one and a fun one. Looking    
forward to my next big step as Rear Commodore.  I also 
will be pushing and handling the position as Race Chair. I 
am anxious to get into this and learn more about the sail 

boat racing community. Let’s all show support to next year’s Fleet Captain as he brings new and 
fun ideas to our cruises. Next up, let’s show Kent some new Viking Love as he takes the helm a 
second time to lead the club. 
  
Thanks to Glen Solomon for serving this club for two years and guiding us. I know the journey was 
fun, but time to get back to his life and give Kent hell at the same time.  
  
Changes coming. A picture book containing all the Burgees in the club will be coming soon. If you 
have a burgee from a club and would like it displayed, please get with me so we can make this 
happen.  
  
I look forward to seeing everyone out for the Marina del Rey Boat parade. Please come out and 
cheer our boat on as we spread the holiday cheer. New Year’s Eve is right upon us, so please         
purchase your tickets so we once again will have a fun time at the club. Also, don’t forget the  
Changing of the Guard dinner on Dec. 11.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Mott                                                                                                                                       

Fleet Captain 

 

Club Members Greg and Samantha. 
They traveled to Spain and did a   
Burgee exchange with “Real Club 
Nautico De Barcelona”  
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Director - Pat Garrett 
 
Have you ever opened your PMYC Roster and read through the  
history on pages 7-12?  If not, please take a look. If so, did you    
notice the picture on page 11 of the ground breaking for our 
club?  Look again and note the handsome fellow 3rd from the right 
who was Commodore at the time.  He is David Free. I had the 
pleasure of meeting him on my recent trip to Hawaii.  David now 
lives on Oahu, has for the last 40 years.   
Not only was David our Commodore, he also designed our burgee. 
When he wrote to the club recently informing us of that fact your 
Board decided we should send him the burgee he designed.                
Since I knew my husband and I were going to be in Hawaii for a 
business trip, I offered to deliver it in person along with the current 
club roster.  Was I glad I did!  David and I exchanged emails and he 
offered to meet my husband Dave and me at our hotel and drive us 
around Oahu showing us a bit of "his Hawaii".  What a treat.  We 
saw areas of the island we had never seen before and David, it 

turns out, knows much of the local history and lore and was ever so generous in sharing both his 
knowledge and his time.  In fact he has authored two books of vignettes on Hawaii.  Although the 
books are now out of print, I was able to purchase both of them through Amazon. And so I'm back 
in Los Angeles savoring not only of the lore of the Islands but also my new found friend who was 
instrumental in the making of our club. 
So to David across the Pacific, a big Mahalo.   
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Pacific Mariners Yacht Club 
Christmas Gathering And Celebration Of The       

Change of the Guard 
Dinner provided by Michael Elia 
Date: Friday December 11, 2015 

Time: 6:00 pm Hors d’oeuvres, dinner served at 7:00 pm 

 
MENU 

Hors d’oeuvres: 
Cheese and Charcuterie presentation 

Wrinkled potatoes – mojo verde 
 

Main: 
Tuscan Lasagna 

Sous vide tri-tip (Rib eye) 
Bright herb puree of root vegetables 

Roasted Brussels sprouts, garlic, almonds,                         
balsamic glaze 

Wild arugula salad, citrus vinaigrette, Parmesan 
 

Dessert: 
Hostess Ding Dongs, Madagascar vanilla whipped cream, 

Scharffenberger shaving 

 
Price $15 pp 

Dinner for 60 
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PMYC’S ANNUAL TOY DRIVE 

 
Christmas is right around the  

corner, and our annual toy 

drive is on at the club.   

 

Why not spread a little Holiday 

cheer to some less fortunate  

children.  

 

Simply bring an unwrapped toy 

to the club, for either a boy or girl,  

or both! Place it in one of the  

collection boxes. 

 

If you can't bring a toy, no problem. 

Just put some money in an envelope 

and write toy drive on it. Place it  

through the slot on the door behind  

the bar. We will do the shopping for 

you! 

 

Please do it before December 19th. 

Our local Fire Department, Station 110 

will be by the club to pick up the toys. 

 

Thanks in advance to everyone who 

helps a child in need this year. It is  

very much appreciated.  
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Come Celebrate The Start Of 2016 

At PMYC’s Annual                         

New Year’s Eve Party  

Thursday, December 31 

Music 

Dancing 

Food 

Champagne Toast 

More Information To Follow Soon 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

AND SAVE THE DATE  

FOR THE 

PACIFIC MARINERS 

YACHT CLUB            

  2016 COMMODORE’S BALL 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 

Killer Shrimp in Marina del Rey 

Join us for Cocktails, Dinner, Dancing,           

Ceremony & Celebration 

$40 Per Person 

Invitations with more information and 

RSVP details to come 
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COMEDY NIGHT 

Host: Tony Milazzo 
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THANKSGIVING FEAST 
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       PACIFIC MARINERS YACHT CLUB 

Dates: Member Name 

November 01, 2015   12-
5pm 

Gregory Charles 

November 06,2015   6-9pm Eric Heimbold 

November 07, 2015   12-
5pm 

Josie Soto 

November 8, 2015   6-9pm Tatiana Burton 

November 13,2015   6-9pm Sam Edwards 

November 14, 2015   12-
5pm 

Pam Johnson 

November 15, 2015   12-
5pm 

Louis Sepe 

November 20,2015   6-9pm JACK RACKLIFFE 

November 21, 2015   12-
5pm 

Mike Samuelsen 

November 22, 2015   12-
5pm 

Greg Kevorkian 

November 27, 2015   6-9pm James Jones 

November 28, 2015   12-
5pm 

Mary Wichser 

November 29, 2015   12-
5pm 

Scott McCullough 

December 04, 2015   6-9pm Dimitri Vitkoff 

December 05, 2015   12-
5pm 

Wendi Steinthal 

December 06, 2015   12-
5pm 

Karen Ellis 

December 11, 2015   6-9pm Bob Gonzales 

December 12, 2015   12-
5pm 

Scott Lemay 

December 13, 2015   12-
5pm 

Michael Petersen 

December 18, 2015   6-9pm Alan Rock 

December 19, 2015   12-
5pm 

Patrick Duffy 

December 20, 2015   12-
5pm 

Mike Elia 

December 25, 2015   6-9pm No Officer of the Day 

December 26, 2015   12-
5pm 

Volunteer requested 

December 27, 2015   12-
5pm 

Volunteer requested 
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“Damn The Torpedo's..." 
 
Feeding the less fortunate on Thanksgiving Day.  What could be a nobler task, I ask you?  It  
promised to be such a wonderful gesture of kindness and generosity on the part of the club.  Ah  
yes, promises.  Where did it all go wrong? 
 
To begin with, as part of the day's activities, we decided to have a "reenactment" of the  
Mayflower landing at Plymouth Rock.  We further decided that our current flagship, Arroyo Seco  
III, being the largest sailing vessel in our fleet, should play the part of the Mayflower.  And what  
would a landing be without a disgorgement of "pilgrims"?  Oh, and throw in a hastily  
expropriated boulder as the "Rock".  Hard to believe what took weeks in the planning (two  
weeks, alone, to run down boat shoes with buckles), could so quickly unravel.  
 
Playing not an insignificant role in that unraveling was the committee's decision to have            
char-broiled turkey served by a local catering group known as "El Poco Pollo".  They even        
provided a big charcoal broiling cooker on wheels, which was placed at the head of our main dock.   
Looking down from the Grand Promenade of the club, it presented a beautiful and bountiful  
picture.  Even if the mariachi music playing over the P.A., which the caterers insisted upon, was  
a little incongruous for the occasion.   
 
It was decided, in a final blow to sanity, to have a ceremonial turkey sacrificed at the alter of the  
Rock which had been placed on the dock at the landing spot of the "Mayflower".   You may  
recall from an earlier post, Daboo-the-dock-boy, who we dismissed after a number of, er,              
in-discretionary events at the club, (read about it: 
http://burbankyachtclub.blogspot.com/2015_03_01_archive.html ) was raised as a chicken  
herder in his native Honyockistan.  So, against our better judgment, and under the shadow of a  
letter threatening an illegal dismissal suit from the Honyockistani Embassy, we decided to rehire  
Daboo.  Besides which, with his training among the fowl of his country, he was rumored to be a  
legendary turkey whisperer.  
 
And, so it was on that fateful day, the "Mayflower" pulled off a perfectly executed landing and  
tied up at the Rock, to the applause of the assemblage of less fortunates.  Who knew they had  
an appreciation of sailing skills?   Anyway, Daboo, represented the Wampanoag savior,  
Squanto, but was decked out more like a Central Casting version of Cochise replete with  
warpaint.  All were amazed as Daboo, whispering incantations, led a perfectly behaved 30  
pound Tom turkey down the gangplank to his fate at the Rock.  Committee chair, Assistant Vice  
Rear Admiral Eddy Lemayne, holding the axe, the dropping of which would signal the beginning  
of dinner, acknowledged those gathered to partake. The would-be diners lined the upper dock  
area holding plates and utensils, leading to the huge torpedo shaped broiler. 
 
Living up to his reputation, Daboo rubbing his fingers under the gullet of the turkey and giving a  
final incantation of some magic words, laid the giant bird's neck across the rock.  Lo, and  
behold, with a final gobble, the bird stayed in position as Daboo, like a magician levitating an  
audience volunteer, his arms and head upraised chanted some weird gibberish in his native  
tongue.  Then the axe fell… 
 
Well, sir, I've never seen such a ruckus and hope to never again.  The now headless turkey  
jumped a good ten feet in the air, wings flapping, feathers flying, and made a beeline straight up  
the gangplank toward the the upper dock.  Those in line to eat, wanting no part of this, fled the  
scene throwing dinner plates, cups and napkins skyward in their panicked retreat.   
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Unfortunately, one of them accidentally dislodged a block wedged under the wheels of the  
broiler, sending it down the gangplank toward the Rock and the "Mayflower".  Helpless to stop  
the white-hot broiler, Daboo and Eddy Lemayne jumped off the dock into the slip basin.  As they  
bobbed to the surface they, like the survivors of the Battle of Midway, watched in horror as the  
torpedo, picking up steam, blasted into the rock, propelling its coals onto the deck of the club's  
flagship.  That, in turn, caused the "pilgrims" to jump-ship, post haste, as the resultant flames  
spread too quickly to be extinguished.  All to the strains of, an uptempo, Mexican Hat Dance. 
 
Later, in my offices high atop the club, and with the last wisps of smoke from the remains of the  
A.S. III wafting past my balcony, I met with Daboo and Eddy.  My Steward, Jingo, had placed  
some plastic drop cloths on my brocade furniture and carpet to protect it from the dripping, and  
chagrined, pair.  I asked Daboo why, this time, he shouldn't be banished permanently from the  
club.   'Turkey whisperer, indeed', I snorted. 
 
In his sopping defense, and in his heavily accented English, he stated, "Ven za turkey has no  
head, zare are no ears to hear za vispers." 
 
I had to admit, the bedraggled little warrior made a good point.... 
 
I remain your, 
Commodore, pro tem 
 
Dave Ammons 
Burbank Yacht Club 
"Gang Aft Agley 
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Jim Dalby      

C: 310-702-6543         

P: 310-305-9192   

F: 310-305-9186 

Now Available in Paperback, Kindle 
and Nook 

A novel by PMYC member David Ammons 
 

"Once Upon A Time In The 60s" 
 

 Available at barnesandnoble.com or 
      Amazon.com 
Use the search window at either site 

and type in the  
ISBN # 9781495807619  for details  

or to order 

http://barnesandnoble.com/
http://amazon.com/
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MEMBERS: 

Advertise your business in The Log.                                                                                    

$10 per month; $100 for one year.                                                                                       

For more information please email:                                                                               

logeditor@pmyc.org 

PMYC’S MASTER CALENDAR 

IS POSTED AT THE CLUB  

    The Log is published on or as soon  

    after the 1st of each month  

       Deadline: 5 days before end of the   month  

         If you would like to contribute articles  

     or photos, please forward to:    

                        logeditor@pmyc.org  

To register and view more           

pictures & activities on            

PMYCPICS Shutterfly  

Please contact: Roxann               

roxmehle@gmail.com 


