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cost to  the County to put out the fire was 
$5.2 million dollars, and damages will cer-
tainly  be millions more.  These photos of 
the Malibu fire were taken by Mike Dubois, 
Director at PMYC. 

Fires blazed through Malibu and a dozen 
other sites in Southern California in mid-
late October.  The Malibu fire alone burned 
4,565 acres.  It destroyed six structures 
including the well-known Castle Kashan 
and Malibu Presbyterian Church.  The total 

Remembering Dermot Cooper, Staff Commodore 

PMYC remembers Dermot Cooper at his wake on Oc-
tober 7, 2007.  Please turn to page 4 to read Mike Blu-
menthal’s account of this memorable event. 

Veterans Day - November 11, 2007 
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The View From the Bridge 
      FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER:  On November 12, 
2007, we will have our monthly general meeting.  
The Friday Night Dinner for this Friday will be 
hosted by Candy and Mike.  We hope to have our 
local Fire Department at the meeting 
so that they can receive an award.  So, 
we would like to have a full house of 
members to thank the firefighters for 
their participation in the recent sea 
service for Dermott Cooper.  The 
came out of the Marina with their fire 
boat and gave a water salute for Der-
mott.  
 
       ELECTIONS:  The committee is 
going to send out the ballots the first 
week of November and they are due 
back so that they can be counted by 
November 19, 2007.  The Election 
Committee will announce the election 
results at 6:00pm or sooner and it will 
be posted on the board.  Good luck to all of us for 
2008. 
 
       PAINT AND TAR:  I am sure that most of you 
that have visited the club during the last month 
have noticed that our building has been painted and 
also that the parking lot  was painted.  The un-
known heroes that changed the "reserved" parking 
spots need to be thanked.  The only problem is that 
the entire crew's names are unknown to me at this 
time.  I know that our house manager, Bob Ledger 
coordinated the sign changes.  When they repainted 
the stripes, the spaces did not line up with the 
signs.  The signs were originally sunk with cement 
in the base so it was not just a simple task to pound 
in a pole.  The new poles have cement bases also.  
Thanks to those members that took pride in our 
club and did this chore. 

 
       THANKSGIVING: Pay attention to the notices 
on the board or door regarding the upcoming 
Thanksgiving.  Alex, one of our new members, has 

offered to cook for the event.  This 
may be the start of a new event in op-
position to pot luck.  Thanks to Alex 
in advance for even considering the 
task. 
 
       NEW YEAR'S EVE:  Santa 
Monica Windjammers Yacht Club has 
once again offered to invite us to their 
club for the party.  Let Ted or I know 
what you think of the idea so that we 
can let them know if we want to do it 
with them again or have it at our club. 
 
       THANKS TO ALL:  This has 
been an eventful year.  It could not 
have been done but for the help of 

many of the members.  You know who you are and 
it is not a very big group, but thanks.  This is what 
makes the club go and it is your help that does it.  
Thanks from all of us. 
 
So in closing out the year I wish you all good health 
and be safe.  Wear your PFD.  It only work when 
you wear it. 
 
Irv Osser 
Vice Commodore 
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From Your Cruise Director 
Fred Whitman 
Cruise Director 
 
   Pot luck.  Check.  Surprise wedding.  Check.  Hors 
d’oeuvres contest.  Check.  Sunday Breakfast.  Check. 
   Ellen and I had great fun this cruise.  The Mike and 
Candy soiree was the worst kept secret since the last 
club secret - whatever that was.  I think Dave Smith 
was the only one who wasn’t in-the-know.  Why was 
that Dave?  Hey, it’s not every cruise you get hot and 
cold running champagne!  Candy and Mike sure know 
how to throw a wedding!  I think I counted 18 din-
ghy’s tied up behind the Erin Go Braugh that after-
noon.  I had flashbacks of the dinghy dock at the Isth-
mus on Buccaneer Days. 
   The Hors d’ Oeuvres contest was a feast in and of 
itself.  Congratulations go out to Karin Hall for her 
tasty sugared fig concoction.  Patty Garcia’s stuffed 
mushrooms sure gave Karin’s figs a run for their 
money.  Having been a judge, I thought that every-
one’s treats were great!  Thanks to all for your partici-

pation. 
   Sunday breakfast was most delicious with Gonzo, 
Tina Michel and Kimberly LaVern slaving away on 
stoves and griddles for the benefit of the whole.  
Thanks God for tradition! 
   Kudos to Mike Dubois and Sandy Breindel for the 
after parties aboard Casablanca.  You are SO brave. 
   I especially want to thank those little angels who 
helped schlep out the trash on Sunday.  You made my 
job a heck of a lot easier. 
   Ellen and I would also like to thank all of the cruise 
season’s participants that helped with the cooking, the 
charcoal, the paper plates, the cooking, the music, the 
forks, the games, the wood, the cooking, the dinghy 
rides and everything else we asked for assistance with.  
It was a truly great year. 
   I guess that covers it.  Can it be?  The 2007 cruise 
season is over?  Now comes the fall and winter fes-
tivities.  There’s always something fun to look for-
ward to at the club! 



P MYC members, family, and friends saluted Staff Commodore Dermot L. Cooper, Sr., this day during 
memorial services conducted at the Club followed by burial at sea and a Wake at the Club in his honor. 
 

             
 

P iper Glen Thompson played Irish tunes on his bag-pipe and gave a proper toast with Jamesons.  Ser-
vices were begun by Vice Commodore Irv Osser.  Father from Santa Monica blessed the ashes and a 
flotilla of boats went out beyond the breakwater, escorted by the Fire Station 110 fire boat from Marina 
del Rey. 

 
             

 

D ermot Cooper, Jr., placed his Father's ashes at sea while all raised a glass and saluted Dermot Sr's. life 
and our memories of him. 
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Remembering Dermot 
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A fter a moment of silence at the dock with Dermot's family. we  partook of a fitting Irish meal (Corned beef, 
cabbage, and Irish Stew)  prepared by Candy, Tina and Patty with plentiful Champagne and Irish Whiskey 
toasts given often. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 

A  special note of thanks to Sandy Nonhoff for all she did to coordinate the day.  She did a wonderful job. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 
Fair Winds and Following Seas Dermot.  You will be missed. 
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Betty and Cal 
Are Celebrating Their 

 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
 
 

FRIDAY EVENING DECEMBER 7 ,  2007 

At Pacific Mariners Yacht Club 
PMYC Members are invited to Join Us 

 
Catered Dinner at 6:30 PM 

Guitar renditions by Dave Smith 
Dancing to Uncle Monkey Band 

 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU CAN MAKE IT 
BY THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2007 
WE NEED AN ACCURATE COUNT FOR THE CATERER 
 
HOME 928-284-3431 
CELL 928-821-1568 
EMAIL  BCLTRO@SEDONA.NET 
 

NO GIFTS, PLEASE!!!! 

RACE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Andy Kopetzky 
Race Committee Co-Chair 
 
   On September 29 and 30 while most of the club was 
at the Island the PMYC ‘left-behinders’ hosted the 
ASMBYC Champion of Champions Regatta. 
   SBYRC S/C Rick Ruskin called upon us to apply 
our noteworthy hosting magic and the club members 
here responded and stepped up in fine fashion. He 
stated that there were to be about forty boats and 
about 150 crew members. 
   We had a great party; perhaps not as great as the one 
at the island but had some fine tri-tips and chicken 
with salad and sides and all the trimmings on Satur-
day. Sunday’s trophy presentation saw racers and oth-
ers stacked five deep at the bar and it was the busiest 
the club has been probably since opening day. 
   Once again Jack Barrish did a great job out on the 
water Saturday and now is in demand from other clubs 
as a starter/timer. Jack, if only you could charge for 
this... 
   John Grote helped behind the bar and setting up the 

club on both days; having been shanghaied at nearly 
the last minute. He also assisted with the upstairs 
chores while I was busy directing (or in some cases 
misdirecting) boats downstairs. Thanks again John for 
doing such a great job and rising to the occasion -
again. 
   S/C Steve and Kathy Cordova did a fantastic job 
behind the bar Sunday when it was most hectic. They 
threw us out of there and said ‘we’ll handle this’. 
They did, kept the bar hopping and were a great help. 
   Peter Leffe helped out behind the bar as well-thanks, 
Pete. 
   I was also assisted in various capacities by Cort 
Haverly who chose to direct and spectate (just kidding 
Cort, thanks). Larry Laurino also helped out behind 
the bar, setting up the club and moving stuff around to 
accommodate the band (yes, we had J.T. Ross and his 
band playing the blues on Saturday). 
   Thanks to Bob Leger for putting up with all the de-
mands. It was chaotic up there but he provided us with 
the goods again. 

Continued on next page ► 
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   Thanks to all the members who provided slips for 
these two days-the event could not have been as suc-
cessful without you. 
   If I have left anyone out who helped I apologize. 
   This event proved once again that we are probably 
the best hosting club in the harbor. It was chaotic 
madness at times but a fine time was had by all. 
   On October 21st Jack Barrish and I assisted 
SMWYC in their Oktoberfest event. While Malibu 
(the fire was visible from the R/C boat at 15 miles) 
and the rest of Southern California were burning we 
were in the best place to be-out on the water with 
winds of 8-10 knots and small seas. 
   The 2008 racing season starts February 23rd with the 
One More Time Regatta wooden hull event. A com-
plete race calendar will be available by mid-
November. We probably will be called upon to host 
other club events during the year. 
   I want to thank all those who volunteered during the 
2007 season; I know it’s nuts sometimes what with all 

the disorganization associated with racing/hosting 
(last minute entries, anyone ?) but the races don’t run 
themselves. The races ran successfully because I had 
great people who rose to the task. 
   I am always looking for volunteers and have the 
best-treated, well-fed race committee in the marina. If 
you are interested, particularly in publicity; getting out 
notices of race and contacting the local press for up-
coming events, please contact Jack Barrish, John 
Grote or myself. 
   As it is now we need more PRO’s (club level race 
officials) as some of us can’t be at all the club events 
or calendar meetings. 
   This club always gets accolades for our ability to 
host and run races, and we DO have fun out there. 
   With more members’ help we will 
be able to attract more participating 
boats and improve our races consid-
erably. 
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Halloween Party 2007 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 Single 
Mariners 

2  FND 3 

4 5 MNF 6 7  Movie 
Night 

8 9  PMYC 
& SMYC 

10 
Mystery 

11 
Cruise 

12 MNF 13 14 Movie 
Night 

15 Single 
Mariners 

16  FND 17 Com-
edy Night 

18 19 MNF 20 21 Movie 
Night 

22 T-Day 
Potluck 

23   24 

25 26 MNF 27 Board 
Meeting 

28 Movie 
Night 

29 30  FND  

NOVEMBER 2007 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3  MNF 4 5  Movie 
Night 

6 Single 
Mariners 

7  Cal & 
Betty 50th 

8 Boat 
Parade 

9 Kids 
Christmas 

10  MNF 11 12 Movie 
Night 

13 14 Cecola’s  
Dinner & 
Meeting 

15 

16 17  MNF 18 19 Movie 
Night 

20 SM X-
Mas Party 

21 FND 22 

23 24  MNF 25 
Christmas! 

26 Movie 
Night 

27 28  FND 29 

30 31 New 
Yrs Eve 

     

DECEMBER 2007 
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Advertise in The LOG! 
Contact the Log Editor Ehren Beckwith 
(562) 900-5747 ● ehren@ehrenb.com 

NOVEMBER 1100-1500 1500-1900 
2 FRIDAY CANDI BROWN 

3 SATURDAY CHRISTIAN 
GUENTHER 

DAVI D 
RINGWALD 

4 SUNDAY STEPHEN KEE HOWARD WIKOFF 

9 FRIDAY PAT COFFELT 

10 SATURDAY 
TOM NORRIS CHRISTOPHER 

PETERSON 

11 SUNDAY BUD LAWSON ALEX TISSOT 

16 FRIDAY BETTY WYMAN 

17 SATURDAY 
DAVID SPRADLEY ANDY KOPETZKY 

18 SUNDAY GARY LAFF JIM GARRISON 

23 FRIDAY JEAN MAINES 

24 SATURDAY CORT HAVERLY DON NORRIS 

25 SUNDAY KEN HARVARD DARLENA MONET 

30 FRIDAY PAT MCCARTNEY 

DECEMBER 1100-1500 1500-1900 
1 SATURDAY LEON MILHOUN AARON HASSMAN 

2 SUNDAY ALAN ROCK JOHN SOUTH 

7 FRIDAY CAROL BUTTE 

8 SATURDAY ART THOMPSON HOWARD COHN 

9 SUNDAY WALTER PRUE JACK BARRISH 

14 FRIDAY SANDY BREINDEL 

15 SATURDAY CURT AYERS RENNY MITCHELL 

16 SUNDAY KELLY BUTLER LINDA THORESON 

21 FRIDAY BETH EDWARDS 

22 SATURDAY ANDREW PEITSO DON WARREN 

23 SUNDAY ROGER 
DAUGHERTY GARY PANAS 

28 FRIDAY 

29 SATURDAY PETER  
STERNBERGER 

30 SUNDAY TONY MILAZZO 

CHLOE RUSSELL 

PETER 
CZARNOWSKI 

KIM LEVERN 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE CLUB? 
 

WE’LL NEVER KNOW IF YOU DON’T TELL US! 
 

IF IT’S HAPPENING AT PMYC THEN IT NEEDS 
TO BE IN THE LOG. 

 
SEND YOUR ARTICLES, PICTURES,  

AND ANNOUNCEMENTS TO ME BY THE 25TH 
OF EVERY MONTH TO MAKE THE NEXT 

MONTH’S ISSUE. 
 

CONTACT EHREN BECKWITH, LOG EDITOR 
AT (562) 900-5747 OR EMAIL ME AT 

EHREN@EHRENB.COM 
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Editor’s Picks 

  SANDGRAIN SECURITIES, INC. 
   1050 Franklin Avenue, Suite 300 

Garden City, N.Y 11530 

ANTHONY MILAZZO, Sr. 
Senior Vice President Financial Services 

Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds & Annuities 
516-750-7874 or 800-500-5008 

fax 516-741-0390 

◄  Such a cute little smile on the happy baby!  You may never 
guess who it is though.  He’s around the club a good bit, but keeps 
hidden some of the time.  You might only see him when weather is 
good and the winds blow just right…. 
 
If you see him blowin’ into town though, bring 
him up to the Club and buy him a drink! 

Did you figure out who this little sailor is? ► 
If not, I’ll keep you in suspense no longer.  This 

is a very little version of Leon Milhoun.  
 

Thanks to Rhonda Brehm 
for submitting the picture!  

From the Archives… 
 

   Once upon a time there was a famous sea captain. This captain was very successful at what he did; for years he guided merchant 
ships all over the world. 
   Never did stormy seas or pirates get the best of him. He was admired by his crew and fellow captains. However, there was one 
thing different about this captain. Every morning he went through a strange ritual. He would lock himself in his captain's quarters 
and open a small safe. 
   In the safe was an envelope with a piece of paper inside. He would stare at the paper for a minute, and then lock it back up. Af-
ter, he would go about his daily duties. 
   For years this went on, and his crew became very curious. Was it a treasure map? Was it a letter from a long lost love? Everyone 
speculated about the contents of the strange envelope. 
   One day the captain died at sea. After laying the captain's body to rest, the first mate led the entire crew into the captains’ quar-
ters. He opened the safe, got the envelope, opened it and... The first mate turned pale and showed the paper to the others. Four 
words were on the paper, two on two lines: Port Left, Starboard Right. 

 
              

 

   From the dock the woman watched as the salty old tugboat captain skillfully docked his boat. She was impressed that such an 
old man would still be doing such a tough job. She decided to wait until the captain disembarked. 
   As he did, she asked him," Captain, what is your secret to leading such a long and productive life?" "Well," he said. "I would 
have to say it's because I smoke three packs of cigarettes a day, drink a case of whisky every week, eat a lot of fatty foods and I 
never exercise.” 
   “Wow, that's amazing," the woman said. "Exactly how old are you?" He answered, "Thirty-one". 
              

 
It's not my job to run this boat, the horn I cannot blow. It's not my job to say how far this boat's allowed to go. 

It's not my job to throttle up, or even clang the bell. But let this damn boat hit the dock, and see who catches hell. 



See the LOG on the Web! 

www.pmyc.org 

“THE OBJECT OF THIS CLUB SHALL BE TO ENCOURAGE THE SPORT OF YACHTING” 

13915 PANAY WAY ● MARINA DEL REY ● CALIFORNIA 90292 

Pacific 
Mariners 

Yacht 
Club 


