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Tom Hall � Commodore 

 

It’s Summer at PMYC! 

The month of June is always a busy one at Pacific Mariners Yacht 

Club, but May gave it a race! We held yet another hugely successful 

Cinco de Mayo Cruise. Friday Night Pot Luck, then games, contests 

and Gonzo's famous carnitas on Saturday. Don’t miss another Cruise! 

Pacific Mariners were on the links with our Almost Annual PMYC 

“Sometimes and Soon Again To Be” Golf Classic. It was a fun round of 

golf, followed by a great luncheon at Tower Pizza.  

What more can be said about our amazing Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch? Ask the 130 

guests, or the dedicated Staff Commodores who made it such a success! 

Our hard working Membership Committee, who gave up a weekend recruiting new Applicants and 

showing the flag at “Marina Fest,” deserve a special thank you from all of us. 

PMYC also hosted events galore at the Club House. From Fight Night, Indy 500, Kentucky Derby, 

NASCAR, Golf, Baseball, Soccer, Lacrosse, to Championship Basketball & Hockey. We finished 

off May with our famous Pacific Mariners Memorial Day Cook Out. What a Month! 

We are off to a fast start in June with a “Swedish Midsummer Feast” Friday Night Dinner. And of 

course PMYC’s Membership Drive Begins in June. 

There will be a General Membership Meeting Friday, June 8th at 7pm. Come on down and chat 

with the Bridge & Board. 

The PMYC Swap Meet is Saturday June 9th at 8am. Sign up NOW. 

Ready your Yacht because our Super Fun Father’s Day Cruise to Avalon is June 15=17th. That 

same weekend Pacific Mariners Yacht Club hosts the Dave Wall Race & After Party on Saturday, 

June 16th.  

PMYC’s Birthday Party “A Night In Havana” will feature a Casino, Salsa Music, Mojitos, and      

Cuban food on Saturday June 23rd at 6pm. It will be Fantastico! 

All Hands on Deck for our good friend Staff Commodore Steve Cordova’s Memorial, Sunday June 

24th at 9am. 

Our love and support goes out to Kathy Cordova and their beautiful daughter Alex. 

Steve represented the Best of Pacific Mariners Yacht Club. We will all miss his wisdom, council, 

and wonderful sense of humor. Fair Winds & Following Sea's Steve, you are missed, but never 

forgotten. 
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 Alan Rock � Fleet Captain 
 

 

Hello PMYC Mates, 

 

Summer is here and we are off to a great cruise season.  Check 
out Melissa’s report on the Cinco de Mayo cruise, best weather in 
over 10 years.   

 

Lots of folks have signed up for the Father’s Day cruise and I am hoping for a BIG turnout.  On 
Saturday (June 16th) I encourage you to take advantage of the Zip Line in the morning when it’s 
still cool out.  At noon I have the miniature golf course reserved for 30, and I have prizes for a hole 
in one and other trick shots.  We may play in teams, so please join your club at noon for putt=putt.  
At 3pm I have reserved 10 golf carts holding 40 PMYC=ers for a one hour tour around Avalon.  
The carts are $40.00 for the hour so need four to a cart to make it affordable.   

 

Dinner will be held on the outside deck at Buffalo Nickel.  The manager is setting aside an area for 
us and yes they have a full bar, great food and the best part—it’s cheap.  Rhonda is working on  
setting up a mini bus to get us up the hill.  Looking at departing at 6pm and working out a location 
for us to all meet to ride the bus.  Will send out an e=mail alert next week. 

 

On to racing.  We hosted the first ever Catalina to port race and what a race it was.  25 knot 
winds and 10 to 12 ft seas.  Out of 18 boats signed up, three crossed the finish line in Avalon.  
This race has gotten a lot of attention and should become a signature race for the club as we go 
forward with our racing program.  Mike Guccione deserves a big thank you from the club for      
creating the race and getting it up and running.  Another Big thank you to Glen Solomon for risking 
his boat in heavy seas to help start the race—his boat took a beating.  

 

For those that are not going on the Father’s Day cruise and I know there can’t be more than 10,  
please join the other 9 members to welcome the racers from 4 to 6pm of the Dave Wall race that 
PMYC is hosting on Saturday June16th==should be a fun party.   

  

Remember there is more to our club then the club house.  Hope to see you all on the water this 
cruise season.   
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Cinco de Mayo in August! (By Melissa Barbur) 
 

The seas were calm, the sun was out, the temperature was balmy 

(ok, so close to warm). "Is this Catalina?!" You betcha! What a 

great way to start off the cruising season. PMYC cruise members 

were greeted by one of the best weather weekends in the history 

of Catalina! A fabulous time was had by all. I want to give a huge 

thank you to Pat & Mary Duffy for graciously letting us stay on 

their boat with all of our "baggage". Everyone could hear Gonzo yell across the harbor "Hey you're 

listing to one side!" FC Rock responded "We know, it’s the booze!" Despite the challenges we had 

getting in and out of the harbor (5 times!) we managed to make it over to the Isthmus just after 

sunset. With the Pot Luck going to Pot on Friday night, we appreciate fellow PMYC'ers fending for 

themselves in good spirit. Saturday we were greeted with blue skies and sun. We ran into several 

members ashore and hiking during the afternoon enjoying the island. By 5pm the party was well 

underway. A big thank you to all that helped make it a great success, including former Fleet     

Captain Glen. An even bigger thank you to Gonzo for cooking up his famous Carnitas dinner. They 

were a huge hit! A big thank you to Richard Benedon who enhanced the bar with a unique Tequila 

"dispenser" contraption that was emptied in record time! We held our traditional tortillas toss much 

to the seagulls delight! Congrats to the lucky winner Paul Sescheki, one of our long time Single 

Mariner members. As the sun was setting and stomachs were full and the bar was sufficiently    

underway, what better time than to blindfold folks and give them a bat for the traditional Piñata 

bashing! The hot chili pepper stood its ground for a few rounds and finally gave way showering the 

ground with candy and mini=booze bottles. It was like the kid’s Christmas party all over again! As 

the sun had finally set the fireside ring was a blaze, the smores started to surface and that's when 

things got really sticky! This was a great start to what we hope will be a fantastic cruising by land 

and sea! We look forward to seeing you all on the bay! 
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PMYC ANNUAL 

GOLF CLASSIC 

PENMAR GOLF 

COURSE 

MAY 10 
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STAFF COMMODORES        

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH 
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NEED A HEARTY MEAL 

BEFORE SATURDAY’S      

SWAP MEET? 

                                                 

COME TO JUNE 8’s FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER 

 FOR TED’S  

“SUMMER KICK OFF BBQ” 

CHICKEN 

BEEF & PORK RIBS 

HOT LINKS 

BEANS 

COLE SLAW 

BREAD & BUTTER PICKLES 

BREAD FOR SOPPING 

ICE CREAM FOR DESSERT 

Only $8.00  

(Sign Up Sheet At The Club) 
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Pacific Mariners Yacht Club  

Announces the  

2012 Marine & Household Swap Meet2012 Marine & Household Swap Meet2012 Marine & Household Swap Meet2012 Marine & Household Swap Meet    

June 09, 2012 ~ 8:00Am – 2:30 PM 

Great Fun – Awesome Deals!!!!  

Call 310.823.9717 or e-mail Pmyc@Pmyc.org to reserve your space 

 

$ 25.00 Members/$30 Non-Members 

 

Food and Drinks Available 

Exclusive Membership Specials 

 

Pacific Mariners Yacht Club 

13915 Panay Way 

Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 

310.823.9717 
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In the spirit of getting to know members who frequent or do not frequent the club, we would like to 

announce a new page to the log. This is just to give everyone a quick snip=bit of something they 

may or may=not already know about you. You may find that you have something in common with a 

hobby, or a member that has an auto mechanic shop and you have a car that needs repairs. It is 

just a fun page to promote conversation and maybe send a little business to your fella members 

way. If you are interested in posting a snip=bit, please send them to:                                         

melissa.barbur@gmail.com. 

Michael “MD3” Donovan III: When I was a teenager, I was diagnosed with Scoliosis or 

“Curvature of the Spine”, in my case two curves forming an “S” up to a 54 degree curve. Ouch! In 

1986, when I was just 17, I underwent Spinal Surgery and actually grew a total of 3 inches in  

only 5 hours! To this day, I still have a 12 inch steel rod in my back. So when you hear that MD3 

is made of steel, he actually is. 

WELCOME NEW PMYC MEMBER  

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 I am John Meyers and I have been a member of PMYC   
 for roughly 2 months. I have been a boater for the better   
 part of 30 years, my first boat being a 30' Catalina  
 sloop. I have owned several boats, both power and sail  
 (I currently own a 1972 36' Islander). I am also involved  
 with the Sea Scouts, which is a division of the Boy  
 Scouts of America. I am a volunteer adult leader with  
 Sea Scout Ship 16 = "Islander". Many people have     

probably seen our boat, the Manta (a WWII AVR, built in 1944), which is located at Burton Chace 
Park. Our kids take the Manta on cruises to Catalina Island, among other places. Many of our kids 
have gone on to attend the California Maritime Academy up in Vallejo, CA. Several have gone on 
to become 3rd mates aboard some of the container vessels and tankers you see out in the     
channel. 
I am a former member of one of the larger yacht clubs in the Marina (CYC), and I am delighted to 
say that my experience with PMYC has been just great. It was the PMCY hospitality displayed   
toward our Sea Scout Ship that made me consider joining PMYC = and I am glad I did! The PMYC 
is very much like an extended family = a family that goes out on boats.  

DID YOU KNOW  
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BRENDA & JOHN GROTE’S CUBA TRIP MAY 2012 
 
After seeing most of the highlights of Miami we are off to Cuba=wow!!, how exciting and we are 
going legally through a Cultural Exchange Program. We're off on a chartered flight from Miami to 
Havana. 
After going through customs we get our first glimpse of the forbidden country (US only) = The 
streets are crowded with all these Yanky Tanks (US cars) prior to 1959. Amazingly, many are in 
super good shape. Our hotel is the Saratoga, across from the park=very nice art=deco and newly 
updated=all of our hotels were great=the monies coming from joint ventures between the Cuban 
government and Canada.  
 
We had two delightful guides, a local Cuban and our main guide from Guadalajara, Mexico, both 
speaking perfect English and Spanish. Now for an orientation walk of Havana and a visit to the 
Revolutionary Museum. Upon approaching the building John tripped on the uneven road and 
went flying with camera in his hand and blood all over the place. Lots of bullet holes all over the 
wall. Not sure if John really wanted to leave his blood on the marble floors as the revolutionaries 
did in the past, but he certainly did. They displayed Fidel Castro's boat, in a separate building, he 
sailed from Mexico with 82 men to start the revolution. This evening we have dinner at a          
Paladaras. Paladaras are in private homes where Cubans can open a restaurant in their home 
(private business just beginning). Since Raul has been in power there is more openness to private 
business. One must purchase a license and then give 40% back to the Government.  
 
During our time there we visited senior care centers, children's kindergartens, and a Sephardic 
Synagogue. We sat around with the seniors and tried to speak to them in our broken Spanish,  
later they sang for us and even did a little dance route. The three year old pre=schoolers also 
danced and sang for us. Every place we visited we brought then some of the very much needed 
every day essentials, like soap, shampoos, spices, art supplies, underwear, lots of stuff. 
 
April 30=the night before "May Day" = It's midnight and the drums are starting to beat in the park 
across from our hotel. Every working person has been given the afternoon and up to 12 noon off 
work. There's so much noise we decided to get up and observe the action. It's a five mile walk to 
the Revolutionary Square. Groups of 30 to 50 people gathered beating drums and it sounded like 
everyone was having a few sips of rum, etc. Our wake up call was 6 a.m. so after toast and coffee 
(too early for the hotel breakfast) we were on our way to witness the May Day Parade. Just 12 of 
us went. Our bus drove us as close as possible to the parade route since all the streets were   
cordoned off. After departing our bus we began to walk the rest of the way. Before we knew it we 
were involved with the masses of people crowding the streets on their way to Revolution Square. 
Over one million people marched and so did we with all those socialists and communists with all 
the colorful placards=wow never thought in our lives we would participate in something like that. 
We devised a plan where we would all look out for each other, otherwise it was rather scary with 
all those people jammed together like sardines. I must say it was very exciting, one could feel the 
high energy in the atmosphere. We walked the entire parade route and were happy to get back to 
our hotel for a little rest.  
 
The following day we left for Cienfuegos and Trinidad. A delightful drive through the countryside 
stopping along the way to may points of interest. We visited numerous residences, some were 
artists, mechanics, and boutique houses. Everyone trying to make a little extra money on the side, 
since the people just don't make enough  
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on a regular job for the basic necessities. ALL were very nice congenial people.. Upon arrival in 
Trinidad at our hotel we had the usual welcome cocktail followed by each person receiving a    
Cuban cigar in a special container. When we left the hotel each person was presented with a 15 
year old bottle of Cuban rum=too bad we couldn't bring it back. Of course we both enjoyed a few 
extra good drinks.  
 
After visiting organic farms, coffee plantations, sugar plantations, and botanical gardens, we visit=
ed Hemingway's home. It's a lovely 3 acre estate. All his personal effect, his hunting trophies, plus 
his boat "Pilar" (newly renovated=we think for the Pope's visit) appeared to be as he left it. Ernest 
left all is property to the Cuban government.  
 
Now we are back in Havana and the last two days of our most memorable trip. John and I took a 
taxi to the Hemingway Yacht Club in the very upscale part of suburban Havana (mostly all the 
mansions are occupied with embassies from around the world). We enjoyed a visit with the    
commodore and exchanged our burgee for theirs. That evening we had our bon voyage dinner at 
a lovely restaurant. Even had a guy hand rolling cigars for us. Our guide surprised us with several 
1950's convertibles to take us back to our Hotel Nacional (where all the famous people used to 
stay) It was truly a great trip and we learned so much. We are the only country in the world to 
have an embargo on Cuba. We sincerely hope it is lifted soon. We are so happy to be living in the 
USA and enjoying all the freedoms we have. Let's never take it for granted. 
 
Salute Brenda and John 
P.S. All PMYC Members are welcome to the Hemingway Yacht Club per their Commodore 
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OFFICER OF THE DAY 

June 2012   Friday 6�9  Saturday/Sunday 12�5pm 

 

1�Jun CECOLA, NICK 

2�Jun PONCE, ADOLPH 

3�Jun MEDINGER, CHRIS 

8�Jun VAUGHN, BROCK J. 

9�Jun VITKOFF, DIMITRI I. 

10�Jun HEIM, BILL 

15�Jun ONISKA, DEANNA 

16�Jun SOUZA, ROY E. 

17�Jun VERMEEREN, MARK 

22�Jun ROBBINS, JON 

23�Jun MILAZZO, TONY 

24�Jun EIDEN, RICK 

29�Jun OSSER, IRV 

30�Jun RINGWALD, DAVE 

 

It is the obligation of every member of PMYC to serve as Officer of the Day at least two 

sometimes three times a year. 

Your associate is welcome to serve with you or take your place. 

Remember it is up to you to schedule an alternate if you are unable to serve 

Failure to serve your OD will result in a $50 assessment, as outlined in the standing rules. 

Snacks are always welcome, but do not feel obligated to bring anything. 

 

We will be honored by your presence! 
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FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER 

Friday Night Dinners are one of Pacific Mariners Yacht Club's 
great traditions. 

 
Nearly every Friday night (exceptions include Cruise Weekends or 
a big event Saturday) a PMYC member volunteers to host dinner 

for the membership.  
They cook the meal in our professional galley or bring in a meal created by a local   

restaurant. 
Prices run from $7 to $12 per person depending on the fare served. 

Goal:  To publish The Log on or as soon after the 1st of 

each month 

Deadline: 5 days before end of the month 

Guidelines: 

1.   (See deadline) 

2. Pictures must be accompanied by description or written article.   

3.   CDs left in glass box will be ignored, unless you make prior                  

arrangements with the editor.               

4.  Pictures left on disc in Internet Work Station will be ignored. 

5.  Submit articles inside e�mail or in WORD  format.                                               

Submit to:  logeditor@pmyc.org 

Please wear your NAME TAG when you are in the Club House. 

PMYC MEMBERS  

GUEST POLICY: 

As a member you are entitled to invite guests to your club, but, you must be 

present and issue a guest name tag. 

Sign them into the guest register under your name as sponsor. 

Don’t forget the parking pass. 

Visitors from other yacht clubs should also be signed in and issued a name 

tag. 
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www.pmyc.org 

facebookcom/PacificMarinersYachtClub 

twitter.com/PacificMariners 

Pacific Mariners Yacht Club 

13915 Panay Way 

Marina del Rey, CA 90292 


