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Tom Hall - Commodore 
Thank You Pacific Mariners!  

 

As is our custom, Pacific Mariners Yacht Club will have the Changing 
of the Guard on the first Friday of December. A new Bridge & Board 
will take up their stations that night. The ceremony is important, but as 
with all PMYC events it will also be fun. Staff Commodore Nick Cecola 
will cook another amazing Holiday meal. Come and celebrate! 

 

I have been told numerous times that the job of Commodore is a 
thankless one. It certainly has had its moments. But the truth be told, I 
have been thanked endless times for my efforts. The Commodore    
receives both the blame and the accolades. Those that really go        
un-thanked are the Bridge and Board. My Bridge & Board worked    
tirelessly on your behalf. Long meetings, planning & executing events 

& ideas, making hard decisions that affect us all. They put in the time because they love PMYC, 
and want to make it   better. I thank them for their hard work, and you should too. 

 

As a “Do it Yourself” Club, nothing would get done without the tireless work of members who      
volunteer their time, blood, sweat, and tears. PMYC would grind to a halt without them. I thank you 
all from the bottom of my heart for making PMYC so wonderful.  

 

I’d like to give special thanks to Jr Staff Commodore Michael Blumenthal. Mike was always there 
for me. Talking me down, or picking me up, always ready to help.  

 

The most painful part of being Commodore are the losses. We all mourn the souls who have left us 
for a better, painless place. They are loved & missed. Calm Seas and Fairwinds my friends.  

 

We got a lot done this year. The Club House looks great; our future home has been negotiated and 
planning has begun; our Cruises were well attended & super fun; Racing is poised to make a      
resurgence with help from our Stand Up Paddleboard Regattas; Pacific Singlehanded Sailors Assn 
has returned to PMYC after 15 years; a fully functioning Membership Committee has provided us 
with dozens of fantastic new members; we have a new PMYC brochure, internal communications 
have been improved; PMYC’s Social Media outreach is a huge success; and a whole new        
pantheon of incredible events were created.   

 

There is more to do and finish, but I’ll be helping to complete them as Jr Staff Commodore.  

 

And last but not least, I must thank Karin, the love of my life & the XO of my heart. We were    
Commodore together, and she gave more to the job then I had a right to ask. 

 

Now let’s have a Rocking 50th Year! 
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Larry Koch - Vice Commodore 

 

Darlene and I are back from Japan and report that the Japanese have 
done quite a job rebuilding their country after World War II. The roads, 
bridges, skyscrapers and all infrastructure are magnificent. The       
subway in Tokyo is a massive spider web of tunnels, and hundreds of 
enormous multi level stations full of shops and restaurants. The system 
is very clean, safe and user friendly (English translations everywhere) 
and you can get from anywhere to everywhere else, with little or no 
confusion. When we ventured outside of Tokyo, the bullet trains were 
fast, clean, comfortable, and on time to the second. Truly amazing. 
There is nowhere in Japan that can't be reached by train. We also    
visited Kyoto, a beautiful city with thousands of temples, shrines, and 

gardens. Hiroshima has been completely rebuilt of course, and there is an amazing museum that 
has, as its theme: "this is what happens if nuclear weapons are used to fight wars". The museum 
has lots of somber reminders of the destruction that ultimately ended the war many of our fathers 
fought in.  

November sure was a busy month at PMYC.  I attended the ASMBYC meeting at CYC where we 
finalized the race schedule for 2013. There are hardly any weekend dates all year long that don't 
have a sailboat race. So if you are interested in actually using your sailboat, check the calendar 
and get out there. Racing is fun and there is no better way to learn about your boat, than to race it. 

A special thanks to all of our great cooks who work so hard to make Friday Night Dinners and  
Monday Night Football Dinners so much fun. The PSSA (Pacific Singlehanded Sailing Association) 
held their first of many monthly meetings on Nov 12th. This group has moved back to PMYC after 
some years at SMWYC. I want to encourage all PMYC members to welcome them to our club-
house and share with them all the great things we have going.  On November 17th, Tony Milazzo 
hosted another fabulous comedy night. The club was packed, Candy and crew cooked a great   
dinner, Curt and Roxann counted noses and Bob and Carol kept everyone lubricated. What a night. 
I can't wait to see who Tony comes up with for next year's entertainment. 

The very next morning, Alex Cordova celebrated her sweet sixteen at the club. It seems like just 
yesterday that Alex was an infant that everyone wanted to hold, then a toddler that everyone   
wanted to play with, then she became a sailing companion for Steve, and now she's learning to 
drive. Boy how time flies. Steve would be so proud. 

There are a number of upcoming events to put on your calendar:  

December 7th is the Changing of the Guard. Nick and Nicole Cecola are cooking their annual  
Christmas dinner. December 8th is the Marina Del Rey Boat Parade. While PMYC does not have 
an entry, the parade is not to be missed. December 9th, we will have a visit from Santa who will 
bring lots of toys for all the kids at PMYC. December 31st is the PMYC New Years Eve party. Live 
music, dinner, and lots of champagne.   
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 Finally, January 19th is our Commodore's ball and Installation Dinner at Killer Shrimp.  Please sign 
up at the club for these events, as doing so, helps with planning.  

Everyone is reminded to take a few minutes and verify that your roster information is correct. We 
will be publishing the 2013 roster in January and want it to be as accurate as possible. Please       
e-mail any changes or updates to me or any officer and we will be sure to get the changes into the 
2013 roster. We can't do it without your input.  

Finally, I want to thank Commodore Tom Hall for his years of service to the Club and to all club 
members for their support.  The future of the Club is in our hands.                                               

Happy Holiday Season to all!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Gold Leaf Temple 

Tokyo Tower                   
(modeled after the Eiffel Tower 

         Tallest Free Standing Radio Tower in 
the world: 2080 feet 
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MEMBERSHIP ARTICLE 

New Members Breathe New Life… 

 

If you don’t recognize everyone at the Club these days, that should 
not be very surprising.  It has been a very active year for your 2012 
PMYC Membership Committee!  Our Committee has attracted, 
recruited, interviewed and processed almost 30 New Members    
before this year is over.  That equals over 27% of our total Active 
Members that are now New, Fresh Faces to our Yacht Club making 
us the most active and energetic group in the marina.   
 
Where other yacht clubs are barely getting by and surviving, PMYC 
is succeeding by attracting a vigorous and diversified group of in-

spired boating individuals and couples that not only love what our yacht club is all about, but also 
appreciate what we can be in the near future. We ask that you reach out and engage these new 
members as we bring them into the PMYC Family. 
 

New Members = New Quarterly Dues = New Stainable Financial Revenue 
 

I want to personally Thank the Members of this year’s Membership Committee that have done so 
much! 
 

Curt Bersche, Mark Napier, Lisa Streholski, Michael Howe, Cal Troupe 
 
Part of our new marketing effort is a Brand New Professionally designed promotional PMYC     
Brochure that I have enclosed that was created by our very own Director Gary Panas!  Member 
Mike Vaughan did the printing for us.  What do you guys think?  Please find a copy at the Club 
and share it with a friend.. 
 
If you think that the Membership Committee is doing a great job, please let our members know, 
and if you have any issues, concerns or complaints, please come find ME…  
 
Michael “MD3” Donovan III 
Membership@PMYC.org 
(310) 437-9716 mobile  



Pacific Mariners Yacht Club
13915 Panay Way 

Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
310-823-9717

© 2012 Pacific Mariners Yacht Club

Located in the heart of beautiful  
Marina del Rey, California, Pacific 
Mariners Yacht Club sets the standard 
for good times and the yachting spirit, 
on land and sea among Southern 
California Yacht Clubs. 

PMYC is a true Do It Yourself Yacht 
Club, created & maintained by the 
membership. We are Waterman all, but 
boat ownership is not a requirement.

Selective, yet affordable, PMYC offers 
members, their families, and guest’s 
facilities for their leisure time activities 
and entertainment. 

We also provide our members and 
visiting yachtsmen, a safe haven at our 
Clubhouse 24/7–365 days a year.

We invite you to stop by soon and see 
what you’ve been missing!

Visit us online at PMYC.org

Established 1963

Pacific Mariners Yacht Club

Do you have a passion for boating, 
the ocean, and an enthusiasm for 
fun? You may have just discovered 
the perfect place for you.

A special place on the water

Greetings 
from PMYC



Social Events

Looking to fill up your social calendar? 
Whether it’s a Friday Night Dinner,  
Comedy Night, Holiday Parties, sporting 
events on the Big Screens, or boating with 
friends, there is always something going on 
at PMYC!

Cruises & Racing

PMYC has a full season of cruises, on  
land and sea. We have a half dozen cruises 
to Catalina each year, along with “land”  
cruises around the Southland.

Fishing

Many of our members are expert fishermen. 
We sponsor and participate in over a dozen 
Fishing Tournaments & Derbies every year. 
For the adventuresome, PMYC also holds 
impromptu fishing trips..

Membership

Do you love boating, the ocean, and fun? 
You found the perfect place for you. We are 
Waterman all, but boat ownership is not a 
requirement. Visit our website PMYC.org, or 
email us to set up your free tour, and obtain 
more information about membership. 

Reciprocals

PMYC members receive full reciprocity 
privileges at nearly every of yacht club in 
the world.

Interested?
Email us at: Membership@pmyc.org

Like us on:

facebook.com/PacificMarinersYachtClub

         twitter.com/PacificMariners

Pacific Mariners Yacht Club is a Member of 
the Yachting Club of America, and is listed 
in The Register of American Yacht Clubs

Membership Benefits 
Include:

GETTING OUT ON THE WATER

MAKING NEW FRIENDS

SPECIAL EVENTS

CRUISING, RACING, FISHING 
& BOATING

ENJOYING MILLION DOLLAR  
VIEWS

WORLDWIDE YACHT CLUB         
PRIVILEGES

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

CLUB ACCESS 24/7–365

IT’S AMAZINGLY AFFORDABLE!
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     Dear PMYC Membership, 
 

Here I am writing the last letter of the year.  A lot 
has happened, how was I going to remember it 
all? Well, thanks to Roxann Bersche, PMYC has a 
website to go to and reminisce on most PMYC 
events which took place this past year: http://
pmycpics.shutterfly.com If you cannot get on the 
website, email her directly, and Roxann will set 
you up. The website also has a handy club        
calendar, including O.D. duties and a message 
board. 

Looking back, we sure had some good times, sad times and giving times.  On the sad note, we 
lost two former commodores who both gave us guidance through experience. We will miss them 
both. 

PMYC had lots of fun in 2012! We started it off with New Years Eve followed by the Commodore’s 
Ball, Opening Day, great cruises, the PMYC Casino night, Halloween night and Comedy night, just 
to name a few. We had birthday parties and great Monday night and Friday night dinners.  Oh, did 
I mention our very successful Board of Directors dinner?  I don’t think any of us cooking the dinner 
wants anything to do with a Kabob anytime soon. 

I would personally like to thank our Commodore Tom Hall for his leadership this past year. Many of 
you might not know that Tom lost his Mother during his tenure as Commodore. Deborah and I saw 
the love Tom and his Mom had for each other and I can only imagine how difficult her passing was 
on her son. Nonetheless, Tom barely missed a beat in his leadership. Tom, you did an amazing 
job! Thank you for a successful 2012. 

What’s next?  Kid’s Christmas Party is coming up on the 9th. Drop a toy off or put some money in 
the glass brick to help. This time of year is all about giving. Please give whatever you can, to  
whatever cause means something to you. Pay it forward, it will mean a difference in your life. I 
want to personally thank everyone that donated to my cause: Curing Prostate Cancer.  I grew a 
mustache in November (Movember), to raise money, much to Deborah’s chagrin. Nonetheless, It 
was well worth it, and I surpassed my goal! 
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Deborah and I also attended our first PMYC Sunday brunch recently, hosted by 2013 Board   
member, Keith Mott, and cooked by Scratch Catering.  

What a feast! It’s the best $10 brunch in MDR for sure, and probably the only $10 brunch in the 
Marina. 

 

New Years Eve is coming up and a great party is in the planning stages. Deborah and Roxann 
have teamed up with Rhonda Breum, family and friends to put on a memorable beginning to 2013. 
Jeff Jeffries’ Hot Pocket band will provide the musical entertainment. 

 

2013 is PMYC’s Fiftieth year as a Yacht Club. Let’s all help to make it a very special one.           
Remember PMYC is a do-it-yourself yacht club. The more each member contributes, the better our 
club will be. 

 

Thank you for your support in 2012 and in coming year. Your thoughts and concerns are always 
welcome. Email pmycboard@gmail.com with your comments. 

 

Health, world peace and happiness in 2013, 

 

Gary Panas 

Chairman, PMYC Board of Directors 

 

 
Everyone is reminded to take a few minutes and 
verify that your ROSTER information is correct. 
We will be publishing the 2013 roster in January 
and want it to be as accurate as possible. Please        

e-mail any changes or updates to:  

  Lisa Streholski  

   pmyctreasurer@yahoo.com  

or any officer and we will be sure to get the changes into the 2013 
roster.  

Thank you! 
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2012 Kids Slip Fishing  
 

 

                                                                                                                                   

17 kids spent the day on the dock in front of the Club House fishing, ea ng and having a great  me.  

3 rays were caught by Noah Gonzales, Ozzie O erbein, Tyler Lucas and Tia Lucas caught some mussels. 

All of them received a rod/reel combo and a t‐shirt to keep. Everyone was a winner. Special thanks to: 

Nick/Nicole Cecola for the lunch and shirts, Al Berry for pu ng up the bait system on the dock,                 

Al Wichser, Leon Milhon, Bob Bu e, both Kenny and Rue for rigging the 

gears. Kahn and Gonzo for keeping everyone busy.  

Hope to see you all next year. 

More pictures available at www.pmycpics.shu erfly.com 

Kent Andersson, Staff Commodore 
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  COMEDY NIGHT A BIG SUCCESS! 
 

Lots of people to thank for helping to make this annual event     
happen! First, I would like to thank our Commodore Tom Hall for a 
good year! Our house manager & cook Candy Brown who had a lot 
of help from her man, Junior Staff Commodore Mike Blumenthal. 
The servers that night in the kitchen for this delicious meal were  
Tina Michel & Karen Otterbein. Our bartenders Carol & Bob Butte 
made it feel "like old times". They worked very hard all night without 
a break and sold a lot of drinks! Think I saw them drink a few too! 
On the door we had Curt & Roxann who also helped me transform 
PMYC into a comedy club. Scotty McCullough made sure we had 
electricity, spot lights for the stage and the live recording going. 
Sam Edwards made sure we had sound equipment hooked up 
ahead of time and tested. He also came down to the show and 
made sure we had good mic levels all night. Then there was Rex 

Michel my stage manager. He did a fantastic job as he has been doing since we started these 
shows 8 years ago. We had a Green Room set up for our Star Comics & I would like to give     
special thanks to our friend Heidi Shikuma, who has been with us for several comedy nights now 
and did a great job of keeping the comics entertained, fed and filled with booze! LOL. Thanks to 
our cowboy night dance instructor, Fred Grouchella who showed up with his camera and captured 
these photos. 
 
It's time to thank the comics! They were all hilarious! I'm sure everyone has their favorites, but they 
all "killed it". The club was packed & for that we need to thank you folks who came out & were 
ready to get loud! Fantastic audience! The comics kept complimenting all of you for being the most 
fun audience. Many of you actually became part of the show. Some of you were the show! LOL. All 
in all, everyone in the house had a great time! Thank you my friends & co-workers: Comedienne 
Casey Balshim, Comics: Skyler Stone, Johnny Cardinale, Theo Von & Roger Rodd. I want to thank 
me, although I wore many hats to make this happen, my favorite was bouncer! I enjoyed throwing 
out our special guest during Roger’s performance and being called "tattoo". Everyone thinks 
they’re a comic! And you are! Keep everyone laughing at home, at work, on your boat and around 
the clubhouse. Laughter heals and we all know it’s the best medicine.                                          

See you all next year! 

 
Tony Milazzo 
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KID’S  
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 9 

11:00am – 2:00pm 
Face Painting 

Lunch 
Piñata 

Special Visit From Santa                          
Presents For Children 12 & Under 

Everyone Is Welcome! 

Sign Up Sheet Is At The Club 

 

 



 

2012 TOY RUN 
This year we are doing the toy collec on with the 

Marina del Rey Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Please bring an unwrapped toy to PMYC 

before December 15. 
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PMYC NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

DECEMBER 31 

Cost: $35 
7 pm Appetizers & Cocktails 

8 pm Dinner 
9 pm Band (Hot Pocket) 

Midnight Champagne Toast 

Featuring the "No" Game! Say the word "no" and lose your 
beads. Catch someone saying the word "no" and you take all of 

his/her beads! The person with the most beads wins a prize. 

 
Menu: 

Choice of Shrimp Scampi or Parmesan Chicken       
Rice Pilaf 

Green Beans 
Salad 

Garlic Bread  

New York Cheesecake 
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OFFICER OF THE DAY 

December 2012   Friday 6-9  Saturday/Sunday 12-5pm 

Dec. 1 Alison Sitrick 

Dec. 2 Stephen Kee 

Dec. 7 Chuck Cadigan 

Dec. 8 Jeff Jampol 

Dec. 9 Keith Mott 

Dec. 14 Peter Smyth 

Dec. 15 Dawn Vasquez 

Dec. 16  

Dec. 21 Eddie Offerman 

Dec. 22 Nancy Strick 

Dec. 23 Jose Beltran  

Dec. 28 John Tennant 

Dec. 29 Nathan Cheng 

Dec. 30 Tom Anderson 

 

   

 

It is the obligation of every member of PMYC to serve as Officer of the Day at least two 
sometimes three times a year. 

Your associate is welcome to serve with you or take your place. 

Remember it is up to you to schedule an alternate if you are unable to serve 

Failure to serve your OD will result in a $50 assessment, as outlined in the standing rules. 

Snacks are always welcome, but do not feel obligated to bring anything. 

 

We will be honored by your presence! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
OD-Alison 
Sitrick 

2 
OD-Stephen 
Kee 

3 
MNF 

4 AC34    

Cupdate-
CYC 

5 6 
Single    
Mariners 

7    
Changing of 
the Guard 

8 
Holiday Boat 
Parade 

9 OD-  
Keith 
Mott           

Hanukkah 
Kid’s X-Mas 
Party 

10 
MNF 

11 12 13 14 
OD-Peter 
Smyth 

15 
OD-Dawn 
Vasquez 

16 
OD- 

17 
MNF 

18       

Business 
Board   
Meeting 

19 20 
Single   
Mariners 

21 
OD-Eddie 
Offerman 

22 
OD-Nancy 
Strick 

23 
OD-Jose  
Beltran 

24 25 
Christmas 

26 27 28 
OD-John 
Tennant 

29 
OD-Nathan 
Cheng 

30 
OD-Tom  
Anderson 

31 
New Years 
Eve Party 

     

December 2012 
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WELCOME NEW PMYC MEMBER 

 

Hi: I'm Deanna Onisko:  

 

I’m one of six children born in Detroit, Michigan. I grew up in  
Dearborn, Michigan and graduated from Edsel Ford High School 
in 1977. Then I went to Walsh College and graduated in 1983 with 
a Bachelor's Degree of Accountancy. (Yes, there is such a        
degree. Not a BS or a BA) 

In 1984 I moved to San Diego and then to Long Beach in 1987 
where I started a CPA practice in 1988. I grew it, then merged it in 
2005 and retired at the ripe old age of 46. 

In 2011 I moved to the Marina right across the street from PMYC. 
I now spend my business hours day trading and investing in the market. 

I've traveled quite a bit, but haven't made it to Europe yet. So that's my next goal. I've been all over 
Mexico, Belize, Guatamala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Argentina, Chile, Easter Island,  Puerto Rico, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Burma and I'm sure there are other places that I can't         
remember. 

Last April, I was invited to attend an open house at PMYC and I found everyone to be fun and 
friendly. 

I love to entertain and throw parties. So I've participated in the Friday night dinners and am having 
a blast. I'm so grateful for the members that have stepped forward and given me a hand. I'm      
certainly learning a lot in the process! 

So if you haven't met me yet, come on over and say "hi". 

I look forward to meeting you! 
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50th Annual Installa on of Officers 

And Commodore’s Ball 
 

Saturday, January 19, 2013 

6:00p.m. Cocktails 7:00p.m. Dinner 

Dancing  l midnight 

Loca on 

Killer Shrimp, Marina del Rey 

Cocktail A re.       Black Tie Op onal 

Price $60.00 per person  RSVP by January 10, 2013 

Your invite is in the mail. 

Menu; 
Grilled Caesar Salad 

 

Killer Shrimp served over Angel Hair Pasta  

Or 

Grilled Filet Mignon, Peppercorn Bu er Sauce with Hand Cut Fries  

Or 

Pan Roasted Chicken Breast, Marsala Wine/Mushroom Sauce  

with Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
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FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER 
Friday Night Dinners are one of Pacific Mariners Yacht Club's 
great traditions. 
 
Nearly every Friday night (exceptions include Cruise Weekends 
or a big event Saturday) a PMYC member volunteers to host 
dinner for the membership.  
 
They cook the meal in our professional galley or bring in a 
meal created by a local restaurant. 
 
Prices run from $7 to $12 per person depending on the fare served. 
Sign up sheet is on the galley door. 

Goal:  To publish The Log on or as soon after the 1st of 
each month 

Deadline: 5 days before end of the month 

Guidelines: 

1.   (See deadline) 

2. Pictures must be accompanied by description or written article.   

3.   CDs left in glass box will be ignored, unless you make prior                  
arrangements with the editor.               

4.  Pictures left on disc in Internet Work Station will be ignored. 

5.  Submit articles inside e-mail or in WORD  format.                                               
Submit to:  logeditor@pmyc.org 

Please wear your NAME TAG when you are in the Club House. 
PMYC MEMBERS  

GUEST POLICY: 

As a member you are entitled to invite guests to your club, but, you must be 
present and issue a guest name tag. 

Sign them into the guest register under your name as sponsor. 

Don’t forget the parking pass. 

Visitors from other yacht clubs should also be signed in and issued a name 
tag. 

 

 


