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Opening Day 2008
Pacific Mariners Yacht Club
Commodore Irv Osser and our Officers and Members
Invite you to join us for our Opening Day celebration.

Sunday, March 16, 2008
1100 Hours

We Need Your Help!
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Opening Day is on March 16th and we're on
a count-down. Things are heating up and there
are lots of things to do. Here are a few messages.
From Leslie Bond: This Saturday, March
8th, is Clean-Up Day at the club. There is a
sign-up sheet at the club.
From Carol Butte: Are you ready to party
opening day? Is that why you joined PMYC,
the DO IT YOURSELF CLUB? I hope
SO! Because that is just what we will do.
But first we have to be ready. THIS YEAR’S
THEME IS CATALINA / AVALON. So I am
asking ALL club members, family members,
friends, and future members to come join in
the fun. We have a full plate of tasks that need
to be done. I am decorating the club, I need
people that can fetch, carry, stack, cut fabric,
iron, tape, pin, stack, move, drape, (do you get
my drift?)
BOTTOM LINE IS WE ARE IN IT FOR
THE CLUB. The History of our Opening Day
is in the many year books as you walk into the
club.
Take some time to look at them to see what

we have done. Be glad you are not going to
have to build a Viking ship, or an underwater
garden, or a country barn, or a jail, or. . . I
could go on and on.
Timing is open, some jobs can be taken
home, some can be done up to 4 or 5 days
prior, some at night, all up to what YOU CAN
DO!!!!!!!!!
From Kia Andersson:
Food preparations will
Inside this issue:
start on Saturday, March
15th at 10:00am and conOfficers’ Articles
tinue on until everything is
done. There is a sign-up
My Friend Liz
sheet at the club.
From Kim LeVern,
Fleet
Captain:
Luau Cruise
It's time to sign up for the
2008 PMYC Fleet InspecRace Committee Report
tion! Inspections will take
place on Saturday, March
Events Calendar
15th
beginning
at 10:00am.
Editor’s Picks
There is a sign-up sheet
is at the club. Thanks!
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View from the Bridge

I

t is that time of the year for yacht clubs to
have their "Opening Day" event. Our club
will have its opening day, March 16, 2008,
starting at 11:00 AM. I invite each and every
member to join us in this fun event. Our Fleet
Captain Kim LaVern has coordinated with the
Marines to have the Color Guard from Camp
Pendleton to come for the presentation of the
flag. This just starts the party and there are many
other interesting items on the agenda. Please join
us for our "signature" buffet as our own Kia
Andersson and her ladies of the kitchen do the
honors for the club and hard work. A very big
thanks to these hard working people that make
being part of the club a lot of fun.
ST. PATRICK'S DAY DINNER: Although St. Patrick's Day is
the day after the opening day, we
will celebrate the event on the following Friday Night, March 21,
2008. Patty G. has planned a lovely
dinner for the event and we want
you all to come out and share and
wear the "green."
CINCO
DE
MAYO
CRUISE: Our opening cruise will
be the Cinco De Mayo Cruise to
Catalina. This event in the past few
years has grown to fantastic numbers. We start the event with a pot
luck dinner Friday night and then
have a fantastic finish with our Saturday night BBQ and dinner. Please watch for
the sign up sheet at the club and get ready for
some Margaritas with guacamole.
NEW PROGRAM FOR MEMBERSHIP: The Board has approved a new plan for
membership in the club. Any member in good
standing may issue a "trial membership" to a person that they think may want to become a member. The trial period will be for 30 days and it
gives a person an opportunity to be part of the
club's activities and participate and come to the
club. The membership committee will assist anyone interested in giving a trial membership to
your friend or relative. We hope that when you
see a potential member that is visiting the club
that each of you will go over and introduce yourself in a random act of kindness to dispel the false
notion that our members are xenophobic. (I
learned that from Bill O'Reilly)

3RD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH BIRTHDAY PARTY: Our new program to celebrate
the birthday of a members has met with great
success. Each 3rd Friday night dinner will be to
celebrate the birthday of members that have a
birthday in that month. The March 21st Friday
night dinner is also St. Patrick's Day dinner and
so we will have a double celebration. We have 26
members that have birthdays in March so please
come to cheer and watch them blow out the
birthday cake. Our special thanks to Ellen for
coordinating and gathering the birthday info as
seen in the Log.
LOG EDITOR: Next time you see Ehren,
our Log editor, please be sure to tell him how
much you enjoy the latest editions. Each of the
Flag and Staff officers are supposed to write an
article, but I ask the rest of the membership to
send in a photo or an article of interest to be included in the Log. Thanks again to Ehren for a
job well done.
I am looking forward to seeing each of you at
the opening day ceremonies. We cannot do the
opening day with just a few people to do the
work help is needed. Please contact Kia and see
if you can help her during the days just before the
16th. Also, thanks to the group of members that
go over to Santa Monica Windjammers yacht club
and pick up the chairs for our event. Now this is
a job that you should contact Bob Butte to find
out if you can help. If you are looking for a fun
time while working, check this out.
In a brief conversation with Staff Commodore
and current Port Captain Sparky Mundo, he told
me that Opening Day was one of the few days
that he wears long pants. This is one of our best
examples of our members doing their very best
for the club to make it look good.
PFD's: This is the time of the year to check
out your PFD's that you have on board. Look
for holes or tears and if found, throw out the
unit. These are really cheap to buy and the life it
saves may be yours. Don't forget to wear your
PFD while on the water. It only works, when
you wear it.
Be safe and enjoy the time at the club.
Irv Osser
Commodore, 2008
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arch 2nd, turned out to be a perfect
sunny and warm morning, so with the
top down on the mustang, I cruised
the beautiful coastline on highway 101 to the
136th opening day ceremony at Santa Barbara
Y.C.
They served an outstanding breakfast
buffet but I had to pay
for my Bloody Mary
($9). The club house is
in a very nice location
right on the beach,
and for you guys that have not visited them,
make sure to go. The ceremony was short and
sweet and afterwards they all went out on their
boats for the parade of
the fleet and watch the
afternoon race.
I got back in the car
and drove route 150
up in the mountains
through avocado and
orange groves to Lake

The Rear View
Casitas and over to Ojai for a late lunch and to
watch the start of the NASCAR race in Las Vegas
at the Deer Lodge Saloon. This is another outstanding road to cruise if you want to see the
country side of So. California.
Thanks to everyone that came to the tutu party
and helped Kia and I celebrate our 22nd wedding
anniversary. I want to thank everyone that’s been
cooking Friday night dinners. I hope that we will
see more members in the galley.
Don’t forget to sign up the opening day preparations. Sign up sheet on the galley door. See
you all the 16th.

That’s it from me.
Kent Andersson, Rear Commodore.
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Fleet Captain’s Report

O

PMYC Flag Officers
Irv Osser, Commodore
(310) 574-9972
Leslie Bond,
Vice Commodore
(310) 305-1323
Kent Anderson,
Rear Commodore
(818) 702-9341
Kim LeVern,
Fleet Captain
(310) 577-0979
Sparky Mundo,
Port Captain
(310) 569-4345

pening Day is just around the
corner, and preparations are
well under way. I look forward to seeing everyone there!!

Fleet Inspection will be held on
Saturday, March 15th and the
sign up sheet is at the club.
Upcoming Cruises are listed on
the website – Cinco de Mayo is
just around the corner and Dave
and Tina Smith have volunteered
to make this first cruise of the
year one to remember so don’t
forget to mark your calendars!!
As no one has volunteered to
take over the job of Cruise Chair, I desperately need your help!!! Please!! I have 2 of
the 4 cruises for this year covered, but I still
need people to volunteer to head up the

Luau Cruise (August 1-3) and the Hors
d’oeuvres Cruise (September 26-28). Don’t
be intimidated – you’ll have plenty of help –
I promise!!
February 23rd found me on the
water for the Wooden Hull One
More Time Regatta. Everyone
had a great time, and the weather
cooperated for the most part.
Thanks to everyone who pitched
in – Sparky for the committee
boat, Andy Kopetsky and his race
committee team, Mike Blumenthal for the pictures and Patty
Garcia for the great dinner. I’m
sure I’ve left out some essential
helpers – so thanks to EVERYONE who made this race a big success!!
Your 2008 Fleet Captain
Kim LeVern

Ted Woolery
Jr. Staff Commodore
(310) 838-5342
Larry Koch, Treasurer
(213) 503-4064
Helene Smith, Secretary
(310) 394-1268

PMYC Directors

FLEET INSPECTION
SATURDAY
MARCH 15TH!

Mike Blumenthal
(310) 574-4416
Mike Dubois
(310) 342-8757
Larry Koch
(213) 503-4064
Tony Milazzo
(310) 367-4144
John Terrence
(310) 398-8844
Alex Tissot
(661) 269-2777
Fred Whitman
(310) 322-7104

Trophies in Best Sail, Power and Overall Categories

Get Your Boat Ready for Opening Day
And the 2008 Boating Season!
Sign-up Sheet is Located at the Club
Be sure to sign up before the 15th!
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My Friend Liz
Sometimes in life, you
find a special friend.
Someone who changes
your life just for being
part of it. Someone who
makes you laugh until you
can’t stop. Someone who
makes you believe that
there really is good in the world. That someone was my friend Liz…often called “Dizzy
Lizzie.”
My friend was unique. She raised her daughter Pam alone and sent her to the best schools
just by working at
Denny’s. She worked at
the Denny’s on Wilshire
and Vermont in Los Angeles for 41 years. As
Bob said, “Denny’s was
her life.” She worked
hard and played hard.
She feared no one. She
talked tough but had a
heart of gold.
She loved the “ninos”
as she called the children
at Denny’s and always
had treats for them. She
loved animals.
“Goldie” her cat meant so
much to her. She raced cars, was in television
commercials, she loved to recite poetry about
Jonathan Livingston Seagull and said ScoobyDoo was her idea...
We were complete opposites. But it worked
for us. She taught me how to ride a bike and
we would spend our Sunday afternoon’s riding
around the Marina. There were Saturday nights

that we would be the last to leave the clubhouse. We’d danced the night away, me with
Gonzo and Liz usually alone. She was in her
own little world when she danced. She didn’t
care what people thought and if they laughed at
her it still didn’t faze her. When she heard
music there was no stopping her.
She loved to help me decorate the Club for
all the parties. She’d let me decide what we
would wear for the Halloween parties. The
most unforgettable was when we were the Foster Farm Imposter chickens. Nick Cecola
came as a homeless man with a market basket
and it wasn’t long before
Nick picked up Liz and
put her in the basket.
What a sight! So funny!
I had so many lost weekends with my friend Liz
but they were worth it. I
am so glad that you came
into my life…what a wild
ride! We all have regrets
when someone dear to us
passes on. I should have
gone to see her after her
hip surgery knowing just
talking to her that something was wrong. But now it’s too late but
hopefully will learn to make time for loved
ones before it’s too late.
Thanks for the memories Liz. I will miss
you. You truly were “one of a kind.” May you
rest in peace.
Marianne Lawson

Volunteers Needed!
PMYC’s Opening Day, March 16, 2008
Volunteers will be needed for decorating and food prep
on Saturday 3/15 and Sunday 3/16. A sign-up
sheet has been provided in the galley.
For info call Kia Andersson (818) 825-5576

We are having a "Club Mixer" on
Saturday, April 26 at 7:30pm.
Everyone is encouraged to bring
non-member friends to enjoy the Club.
The event is free. Music will be provided
by our new in-house DJ system.
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Race Committee Report
Andy Kopetzki
PMYC Race Co-Chair
Racers battle seas, strange winds at the 33rd annual
Wooden Hull One More Time Regatta. February
23rd started out innocently enough despite the rains
of the previous two days. Unfortunately, those rains prevented a larger turnout as the
race saw only nine boats. As
has often been said, the delivery dates determine the number of participants as many
come up from San Pedro and
points South. Prevailing
Northerlies made turning the
corner at Pt Vicente impossible for some competitors this
year. Some made up for it by showing up at the
post race party at the club and supporting the racers
who went out and mixed it up in the deteriorating
race conditions.
The race day started out with flat seas at the
North entrance to the Marina and the effervescent
smell of the breakwater had wafted out to sea. Instantly this foretold ominous
things to come as the jets
coming into LAX approached
over the ocean.
Southeasters! A Southern
California fate worse than
death! Well not exactly but
either hurricane force winds
would arrive or no winds at all
but guaranteed close-together
seas.
The seas hadn’t caught up
to the shifting winds yet. We were to experience the
dreaded thirty-degree oscillating shift, a phenomenon lied about many times but seldom witnessed.
Approaching the start line the winds started to
build (‘hey there’s enough wind to sail-even these
woodies; they are anything but light weight). The

line was wide enough to provide a seaplane base
(‘Jack what are you doing?!’), but it turned out that
the entire width was needed because a diver had
planted himself smack in the middle of the start
line. He wouldn’t move so we alerted the boats to
avoid him and he left AFTER the start.
Spinnakers were flying on
the first leg to the Santa
Monica Buoy and the decision
was made to shorten the
course; now the seas had
caught up to the race and the
winds were increasing, the sky
was darkening and it had
started to rain. Sparky and the
committee boat had long
gone. Sorry, no spectating
today.
A helicopter arrived from Van Nuys to take aerial
shots but left soon after conditions worsened.
We in the intrepid Squid (the mark set boat)
suited up as best we could and made for the new
weather mark (nearly invisible against PV Peninsulagood thing the GPS was working) through more
active seas, wind and rain on the nose. After four
boats had rounded ‘S’ we got
on 68 and said ‘we’re getting
nailed out here we’re coming
in’. Everything aboard the
boat was drenched. Positioning ourselves inside the South
entrance ‘shelter’ we made
sure all the race boats got in
safely.
When all the foulies were
shed and the crews had some
warming-up food and grog,
‘Patience’, Mr. Denton Porter’s beautiful 36 ft Herreschoff ketch emerged as the overall winner. Dennis Jensche, manager of MDR sailboat rentals at the
old fuel dock, drove the boat. The boat swept corrected time, line honors as first to finish ‘B’ and
Split Rig ‘B’. ‘Patience’ is noteworthy for two rea-
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sons: last year they finished dead last and took
home the turtle trophy, but more important, the
boat ran aground in D Basin in 2005 and suffered
considerable damage. Santana, winner of the 2005
overall split rig trophy, had been restored after sinking. Is there a trend here?
Other winners included ‘Blondie’, a 38 ft Kettenburg sailed by Ruck and Lindy Goldreyer and
crewed by Rick Ruskin and former PMYC member
Jaime Cantu. ‘Blondie’ took home Sloops and Cutters ‘A’ and the Peggy Slater S/C trophy for first to
finish.
Longtime skipper Jim Garvey won the Sloops and
Cutters ‘B’ honors with his Atkins Ingrid Cutter
‘Norseman’. Jim raced in the first One More Time
Regatta way back in 1976, and he won his class in
2005.
Others included Graeme Elliot and former
WHYC Staff Commodore John Duff placing 2nd in
‘Noble Wood’, a Luders 16; and Mack Steagall taking 2nd in ‘Amethyst’, his Mariner 40 ketch.
There were problems; ‘Bluenose’, Dennis Peitso’s
42 ft Schooner had to drop out; gaffs were bending
at funny angles, and ‘Banchee’, a 44 ft Island Clipper finished the race but had a leak near the keel
(fortunately reduced to a trickle).
‘Siouxsie’, and skipper Chet Salisbury another
Herreschoff 36 ketch took home the Turtle trophy.
He blamed it on WHYC Commodore Chris Frost
who served as tactician.
The post race party was a smashing success
thanks to some fine grub served up by PMYC’s
own Patty Garcia. The racers chowed down on pork
chops, mashed spuds and salad and there was even
a dessert. Thanks, Patty, great job!
Jack Barrish did his usual great job as starter, once
again by the numbers making everyone’s job easier.
John Grote served as cannoneer. John took home
the old scurvy PMYC shotgun and gave it a thorough cleaning and glued the stock together. Thanks
guys!
Mike and Candy Blumenthal helped as crew
aboard the committee boat and Mike took pix for
the archives. Thanks for keeping everyone honest.
In addition to providing badly needed anti-freeze
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at the Chace Park docks, Fleet Captain Kim LeVern
worked tirelessly as an organizer for this event. She
organized the galley crew, got notice of race into the
local publications and coordinated many of the
tasks back at the club as well as keeping the race
committee apprised of progress. Kim has stated that
she wants to work on ALL
the races. We’d love to have
her on race committee!!
Thanks so much Kim!
Thanks to Dennis Peitso
for providing the mark set
boat, the redoubtable
‘Squid’. I had to keep her
running, scavenged an extra
battery out of a jeep Cherokee (just in case), but she’s a
very seaworthy vessel and
got us thru the seas with aplomb; albeit a bit wet.
Finally thanks go to Sparky and Janet for driving
the committee boat. It’s not easy being committee
boat skipper and the race committee appreciates it
no end. ‘Stray Dog’ is a wooden powerboat and fit
right in with the sailboats out there.
To keep this event going
and to generate interest, I
am in contact with several
websites offering history
and archival information on
some of these designs. Kettenburg, and Sparkman and
Stephens have quite a list of
owners and history on some
of these vessels. Some of
the photos of prior races
will grace the pages of the
Kettenburg site.
The next race event is Saturday, April 12th and
CALLING ALL SAILBOATS! There will be a
cruiser race around the marks followed by dinner,
booby prizes and trophies. This race will be run
with our annual Inverted Start Race. There is a sign
up sheet at the club and pre-race skippers’ meeting
to be announced. Hope you sailboat skippers can
make it !
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MARCH 2008
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1 New
Member
Social

2

3

4

5 Movie
Night

6 Single
Mariners

7 FND

8 Clean
up Day!

9

10

11

12 Movie 13
Night

14 No
FND

15 Fleet
Inspection

16 Open- 17
ing Day!

18

19 Movie 20 Single
Night
Mariners

21 St. Patty’s
Dinner

22

23

24

25 Board 26 Movie 27
Meeting Night

28 FND

29

30

31

APRIL 2008
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

5 Blues
Night!

1

2 Movie
Night

3 Single 4 FND
Mariners
10

6

7

8

9 Movie
Night

13

14

15

16 Movie 17 Single 18 FND/
Night
Mariners B-Days

19

20

21

22

23 Movie 24
Night

26 Club
Mixer!

27

28

29 Board 30 Movie
Meeting Night

11 FND/
Meeting

25 FND

12 Chuck
Stein
Series
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Blues Night
at PMYC
Saturday,
April 5th

Robert Heft
Blues
Band
BBQ
Blackjack
Birthday boy
“Bob bar back Butte”
More info at the club

Happy Birthday to these PMYC Members!
1 Steven Rogers
2 Robert Williams
7 Ehren Beckwith & Leslie Bond
8 Patti Rush
9 Ken Havard
10 Alex Hasenclever, Kerry & Kris Maines
11 Helene Smith, Annie Tehan & Howard
Wikoff
12 Grace Arnold
15 Dave Ringwald
16 Aaron Hassman & Roy Souza

18 Alan Gornick
19 Mike Dubois
20 Roben Valles
21 Iona Blackwell
23 Rhonda Breum
25 Natalie Cecola
26 Howard Cohn
27 Robert Veltri
28 Fay Haverly
29 Kia Andersson

Come celebrate their birthdays with us at
Friday Night Dinner on March 21st!
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Editor’s Picks
"I rear ended a car this morning, so there we are alongside the road and slowly the driver gets out the
car......and you know how you get sooo stressed out and life seems to get funny? Yeah, well I couldn't believe it....he was a Dwarf."
"He storms out to my car, looks up at me says, "I AM NOT HAPPY!"
"So I look down and says, "Well who are you then?"
"And that's when the fight started......" (Thanks to Larry Koch for this submission)
A novice fisherman was lost. Maneuvering his Jon Boat close to another fisherman's boat he shouted,
"Excuse me sir, I promised my wife that I would be home on time and I'm afraid I don't know where I am.
Can you help me?"
The other fisherman replied, " Sure, You are on a lake. You're
in a Jon boat with a 20 HP gas outboard motor. You are between
35 and 36 degrees north latitude and between 80 and 81 degrees
west longitude in about 18 feet of water."
"You must be a republican," said the novice.
"I am and proud of it," said the other fisherman. "How did you
know?"
"Well, "answered the novice, "everything you've told me may
be technically correct, but certainly not responsive to the intent
of my question and my current need. I have no idea what to
make of what you just said and the fact is, I am still lost. Frankly,
you've not been much help to me at all and now I'm going to be
late getting home!"
The other fisherman responded. "You must be a democrat."
"I am and proud of it," replied the novice, "but how did you
know that?"
"Well," said the other fisherman, "you don't know where you
are or how to get where you want to go. You made a promise
Yes, he missed the February Log, but
that you have no idea how to keep and you expect me to solve
this little guy looks like he’s just had it.
your problem. The fact is you were lost and in danger of being
Do you recognize him? This is little
late getting home before we met, but now, somehow, it's my
Todd, who belongs to Bob and Carol
fault."
Butte. Thanks for the submission Carol!
"Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines.
Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover."
- Mark Twain
Do you have an article, picture, or quote that you’d like to see in the next issue of The Log? Send an email to the Log
Editor at ehren@ehrenb.com or call (562) 900-5747. The deadline is the 3rd of each month.
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1 SATURDAY
2 SUNDAY
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1100-1500

1500-1900

DON COFFELT

CAL TROUPE

ERIC UHE

DEBI CRILLY

7 FRIDAY
8 SATURDAY
9 SUNDAY

DOUG SMITH
DAVE M. SMITH

DIMITRI VITKOFF

RON OREN

REX MICHEL

14 FRIDAY
15 SATURDAY

PAM MONROE
MARK
FELGENHAUER

16 SUNDAY

SCOTT
ROSELAND

21 FRIDAY
22 SATURDAY
23 SUNDAY
28 FRIDAY
29 SATURDAY
30 SUNDAY

JAMES MAINES
MIKE DUBOIS

INCREASED PARENTAL CONTROLS

To protect PMYC and our member's children, Parental Control settings on the back
room Internet Workstation have been
increased recently.
In some instances this may affect regular
members use of the PC for regular Internet
access. If you are 'disallowed' into otherwise
appropriate web sites, please ask for assistance from some of the club habitués or
contact me at 310.804.4007.

MAUREEN KOZMA
FRED WHITMAN

BARBARA
STEAGALL

GARY SIMPSON

MIKE BLUMENTHAL

Roger Daugherty, Webmaster

JANET FLEMMONS
RUSSEL REILAND

BILL LEWIS

JIM STIVERS

JAMES DALBY

Advertise in The Log!
Call the Log Editor Ehren Beckwith at
(562) 900-5747 or send an email to
ehren@ehrenb.com.
The deadline for all articles, pictures, notices,
and advertisements is the 3rd of each month.

Thanks!

APRIL
4 FRIDAY
5 SATURDAY
6 SUNDAY
11 FRIDAY
12 SATURDAY
13 SUNDAY
18 FRIDAY
19 SATURDAY
20 SUNDAY
25 FRIDAY

1100-1500

1500-1900

REBECCA VALLES
BRIAN BECKWITH

EHREN BECKWITH

CAROL GRAVES

HELENE SMITH

LA TRENDA TYMCHAK
MICHAEL
TYMCHAK

RICK EIDEN

KENNETH MARS

RUBEN VALLES

MARCIA WHITE
DOUG HAMLIN

STEVEN ROGERS

TERRY STEPHENS

GLEN SOLOMON

LOE PISCITELLI

26 SATURDAY

MIKE PISCITELLI

RUDY VILLA

27 SUNDAY

SCOTT WEINER

ROBERT WILLIAMS

13915 Panay Way
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
(310) 823-9717

the Web!
We’re on c.org
y
www.pm

“THE OBJECT OF THIS CLUB SHALL BE TO ENCOURAGE THE SPORT OF YACHTING”

