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Larry Koch - Commodore
The first month of our 50th year has come and gone. And what a first
month it has been. The New Year’s Eve Party was the best in a long
time. The Band…not to mention member Jeff Jeffries, “our little
drummer boy”, blasted us into the New Year with classic rock and roll
melodies, oldies and great dancing music. They must have been
really good because my back was killing me the next morning from
dancing so much. Thanks to everyone who decorated the clubhouse,
worked the door, cooked the food, cleaned up, got everyone home
safely and made the night a success. What a team! And if that party
wasn’t enough, Pete and Rhonda Breum cooked up a breakfast feast
on New Year’s Day. The food was definitely what my hangover
needed. I don’t know where they get their energy from or where they
learned to cook, but we are surely grateful that they are members. Thanks Pete and Rhonda!
January 19th was our 50th Commodore's Ball and Installation Dinner at Killer Shrimp. Words can
never express how grateful I am towards everyone who came and enjoyed one of our best
installation dinners. Thank you to Mike and Candy for all your hard work setting everything up. I
owe a special thanks to my wife Darlene for all her help and ideas, even though I almost forgot to
give her the flowers. The band rocked…thanks to Kent. The photographer took thousands of
pictures…thanks to Stephanie and Roxann. Everyone got signed in…thanks to Jack, Kerry and my
daughter Bethany. Now, I guess, it’s on to our 50th Opening Day! Get ready…
On Feb 9th, Keith Mott is sponsoring a Mardi Gras party. Come support this benefit for the
Southern University Alumni Assoc. scholarship fund. So, get out your beads and costumes and
come to the club and celebrate. Valentine’s Day will be celebrated on Friday night, Feb 15th.
Carol Butte, Roxann Bersche, Deborah Panas and Linda Black are planning a very special evening
with dinner, music and romantic fun. Come show your support for the hard work of these
members.
I encourage everyone to view what’s going on at PMYC by looking at the photographic evidence on
Shutterfly, and see all that’s being planned for this, our 50th year, by viewing the calendar on our
website: PMYC.org. You can also find out the dates of major events, who will be cooking Friday
Night Dinner, who is having a birthday, who will be serving their O.D. duties, and much more.
Numerous outside groups are now meeting at PMYC. Welcome them to our home. The race and
cruise committees are busily getting us organized for our 50th year of summer fun. There is no
shortage of things for everyone to get involved in. The website has tons of other useful
information. Check it out.
A special thanks once again, to all of our great cooks and planners who all work so hard and make
dining at the club so enjoyable. We are working on the 2013 roster. Please e-mail any changes to
me or Glen Solomon and we will be sure to get them made. We have a lot to do this coming year.
Let’s all make this, our 50th year, our best ever. The future of the Club is in all of our hands.
See you at the Club….. Larry
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Founder Phil Murray addressing the guests at the
50th Installation of Officers & Commodore’s Ball
January 19
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Tom presenting The Commodore’s
Sweatshirt to Larry

2013 Officers & Directors

Enjoying the band!

Congratulations to
Roxann Bersche
2012 Mariner of the Year

Rex is:
A. making a statement about his meal
B. wants to do the funky chicken
C. presenting the Opening Day ceremonial
bird
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Michael Donovan - Fleet Captain
Racing Committee
As your 2013 Fleet Captain, I wanted to start the year off right by
getting ahead of the curve and be organized in January by forming a
committee and designating a Racing Chairman to help shoulder the
workload and be the Face of your New PMYC effort to be much
more active in the Sailboat Racing community in Marina Del Rey.
Our PMYC Racing Chairman for 2013 is very new Member Kenan
Subeck, who is a weekly Racer during the season and is helping me
jump start our recruitment of new Racing Members to PMYC.
I understand from veteran racers outside of our yacht club, that
PMYC has a strong history of Racing in the past that has clearly
fallen off since I have been a member. Personally during the season, I am an active Day Sailor
as a Fairwind Yacht Club member and I have access to 4 sailboats at anytime, but I have yet to
catch the Racing Bug though I have been on various crews in the past.
PMYC has been tapped to be the Host of the HOME PORT REGATTA this year and that will be
taking place on Sunday, April 21st with the after party at our Clubhouse. We have teamed up
with the South Bay Yacht Racing Club (SBYRC) and our goal is to get at least 30 boats on the
water this year. This Home Port Regatta is decades old and is designed for the Beginning and
Novice Sailors in the community to get them out on the water on sailboats in the Marina that don’t
get enough use on the water each year. It is a Win-Win idea to advance the Sport of Sailboat
Racing. This year we have created a series of events that lead up to the main event.
1) Intro to Yacht Racing Seminar, March 23rd, All-Day at Del Rey YC
A portion of this event will be a Match Up opportunity for New People to get assigned to
Skippers with boats. We also need to market this event to Boat Owners and Skippers.
2) Open Water Practice Period, March 23-April 20th, Santa Monica Bay
Once these Teams are formed they will be strongly encouraged to use this 4 week long
period of time to get out on the water and practice as a Team.
3) Regatta Speakers Seminar, April 16th, 6:30PM at PMYC
Sailing Instructions and Rules of the Race will be explained with the aid of 3 speakers that
evening. Some light food will be provided by PMYC.
4) Home Port Regatta, Sunday, April 21st, 11:00AM, Santa Monica Bay, After Party at
PMYC
Actual Race type or style will be finalized in March. Food will be provided by PMYC.
Michael “MD3” Donovan III
2013 Fleet Captain
FleetCaptain@PMYC.org
(310) 437-9716
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Fleet Captain Article
Cruising Committee

Probably the most important responsibility of the Fleet Captain at PMYC is to put on the Cruising
Season and making it a memorable experience outside of the Clubhouse. I am taking this assignment very seriously and my goal is to make this year one to remember. Since I am not a veteran
PMYC Cruiser myself, I am smart enough to engage all of you out there that are more experienced
at this than I am to learn quickly what works and what does not.
I moved fast to involve as many members as I could to attend our Kick-Off Cruising Committee
meeting on January 21st and we had 15 members there sharing their thoughts and ideas and giving
me some feedback to proposed upgrades that I would like to see. Nothing major for those of you
that are frighten by the word “change” but I want to add a lot more organization and develop
systems so that future Fleet Captains are not reinventing the wheel each year.
I have recruited member John Reynoso to serve as this year’s Cruise Chairman. John is the
owner of the 53’ Carver Powerboat called “Erin Go Brau” that a former member used to use as
Cruise Director in the past. John loves PMYC but has not been engaged as much as he would like
in the past, thus with this ideal large vessel and the strong desire to make the party happen no
matter what, John is going to be the consistent backbone of having a Great Cruising Season!
I created a PMYC Cruising Survey and individually sent it out to over 40+ PMYC Members that
own Powerboats or that consistently go on our cruises. The purpose of the survey is get feedback
as to what cruising events members plan to attend and whether or not they like the ideas we are
proposing. One idea this year is to have a couple or group serve as Social Chairs for each cruise
to come up with new and creative ideas to make it more special!
For example, our first Cruise event of the year will be a Coastal Cruise (Per Curt Bersche, no
longer referred to as a Land cruise) to Seal Beach Yacht Club (SBYC) for our Cinco de Mayo
Cruise on May 3,4,5. We are still working on the details for this cruise but we want a HUGE
turnout to kick-off the cruising season. If you need dock space, you need to reserve that with MD3
NOW! If you own or can borrow or rent a car, please plan on DRIVING to this fun weekend
event in May in Seal Beach. I look forward to seeing YOU outside of the Club at one of our
Cruises this year!
Cheers!
Michael “MD3” Donovan III
2013 Fleet Captain
FleetCaptain@PMYC.org
(310) 437-9716
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MEMBERSHIP ARTICLE
Speaking of New Life at PMYC…
Since recruiting of new PMYC Members is typically slow over the Holidays, the Donovan Family
took it upon ourselves to CREATE a New Member in KEIRA MAYUMI DONOVAN, the 2nd
daughter of our young family was born on the morning of December 4th at Torrance Memorial
Hospital. Keira weighed in at 7lbs. 11 ounces and 18.5 inches long and a traditionally large
Donovan family skull. Keira just survived her 2nd month medical check with a series of shots and
is very healthy but smiles are rare.
At home we are experiencing the life of having a newborn, which requires “Keira Maintenance”
every 2-3 hours around the clock. Daddy has the graveyard shift from 10PM to 5AM to allow
Mommy some rest, THEN he gets to go to sleep for as long as he can each morning. Chloe
LOVES having a Little Sister for about 5 minutes at a time but has been very helpful for us since
Keira showed up.

Apparently Keira already has a lot of fans at PMYC and thus future visits to the Club will be more
frequent when we know that she is ready to take her show on the road. We know that Keira will
get lots of love from her PMYC Family and we are looking forward to seeing her grow up at PMYC
like Chloe did.
We want to personally say “Thank You” to all of our Well Wishers at PMYC, the Friendliest Yacht
Club on the West Coast. If you are not willing to have more children, then please refer your
friends to PMYC!
Michael “MD3” Donovan III
Membership Chairman
Membership@PMYC.org
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Curt Bersche – Port Captain
Staff Commodore Splash says it best when he says, “Ahoy
the Club”! For those of you who don’t know me, my name is
Curt Bersche and I will be serving as your 2013 Port Captain. The
main duties of the Port Captain are to (i) monitor the PMYC parking
spaces and grounds of the Club, (ii) prepare the Officer of the Day
schedule and (iii) oversee the PMYC guest slips. Sounds like an
overwhelming assignment, doesn’t it?
When parking in any of the assigned PMYC parking spaces,
please be sure that you have your PMYC sticker displayed. Also, if
you have a guest who is parking in one of the PMYC parking
spaces, please be sure that he/she puts a guest parking pass on
his/her dash board. The guest parking passes are to the left as
you walk in the front door of the Club.
The Officer of the Day schedule is complete through the end of October and will be sent out
very soon. Members that are scheduled for OD in February should have already received a post
card from me letting them know their OD date. My plan is to send out post cards and an e-mail a
month or so prior to each member’s OD date. The monthly OD list is also published in the Log,
posted on the board at the Club and noted in the Club calendar. Please remember, if you are
unable to serve your assigned OD date, please make alternate arrangements by finding a replacement, or a fine of $50 will be applied to your account.
The guest slips have been pretty busy. A few weeks ago we had some visitors in from
Australia. I was chatting with them and asked how they came to choose PMYC. They said that
they had been asking people all along the coast which yacht club in Southern California would be
the best place to relax for a few days. The response was always, “PMYC”. I wonder if Sparky had
anything to do with that? Next time you see a boat in one of our guest slips, feel free to stop by for
a visit, lend a hand, shoot the breeze or invite them up to enjoy PMYC’s world renowned
hospitality.

Finally, I would like to thank our Dock Master, Dennis Peitso, and his faithful assistant (and
also Director), Michael Elia, for all their help in bringing in visiting yachtsmen when I am at that
lovely place called “work”. I couldn’t do that part of my job as Port Captain without them.
Looking forward to a fantastic year!
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Directors Report
Hello PMYC Members! The Directors are
off and running as we recently had our first
Board meeting of the New Year. All
Officers and Directors were present and
our lively discussions resolved quite a few
issues, as well as raise others.
For those who don’t know, Director Michael
Howe resigned and moved back to San
Antonio to be with his family. We will miss
him and wish him all the very best. Family always comes first, so we support his decision 100%!
By our next board meeting on February 26th, the Board of Governors should name Michael’s
replacement.
I was happy to see a good turnout of our general Membership at our first Board meeting. I hope to
see even more on the 26th. If you want to find out what is going on at our club, please attend our
open meetings. If you learn everything through hearsay, believe me, it will not be an accurate
representation. You have a voice as well, and you have an opportunity to contribute in the
meetings and offer suggestions.
We have a lot of fun events planned for the near future, so come by the club, read your emails and
participate. Opening Day is a little more than a month away!
Let’s have a great year as PMYC celebrates our golden anniversary as a yacht club in Marina del
Rey. Get ready, as we will be emailing our 50th year burgee design out.
For those of you who would like to purchase this commemorative burgee, you will have the
opportunity to do so in the very near future.
Warmest regards,
Gary Panas
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Mike Guccione’s Racing Update
Hello Race Fans. Well Commodore Larry Koch, has charged me with
writing a monthly column to keep you up to date on the racing here at the
club and around the southland. So let’s get started.
Thanks to the efforts of Fleet Captain Michael "MD3" Donovan III, PMYC
(for the first time ever) will host the Home Port Regatta. This event takes
place each April and is sponsored by the Association of Santa Monica
Bay Yacht Clubs. The Home Port Regatta is a series of lectures, classes and on the water
racing that happens all in one week. It’s designed for those people that have never raced their
boat and don’t want to! It’s a perfect match for the average PMYC member. This event has
always been organized by the top racers but this year it will be organized by people that have just
started racing. It’s a brilliant idea that came from Rear Commodore Alan Rock (that’s why he
makes the big bucks). The pros don’t remember what it was like to do their first race. Contact MD3
(310-437-9716) for more information on how you can help.
The first race of the year is always Del Rey Yacht Club’s Malibu and Return. 103 boats raced
January 5th and yours truly finished second in class C, while proudly flying the PMYC burgee. The
race finished in the dark and the race committee did not get all the finish times correct. The race
may be thrown out. Racers complained loudly when they returned to the club after 5 hours of
racing, in the dark and cold, to find that all the food was gone. They are demanding their entry fee
back! DRYC is working on a solution that may include a free dinner for everyone in C fleet. What a
way to start the year.
There is a lot more gossip to share. Check in next month to hear about our new races and read
my interview with your Race Committee Chair (and new member) Kenan Suberk.
‘Till then…see you at the starting line.
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WELCOME NEW PMYC MEMBERS
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KENAN SUBERK
I was raised in the metro DC area in Virginia near the Potomac
River. I did a lot of kayaking, camping, and hiking as a kid. My first
sailing experiences were over several summers at a YMCA camp
on the Chesapeake Bay. We sailed Sunfish, Lasers, and Flying
Scotts. Later I studied at the Virginia Tech Pamplin, College of
Business. I had a kayak at Tech, and spent many weekends on the
New River.
In 1999 I was relocated to Atlanta, Georgia, where I bought my first
boat in 2000. I bid on a Clark San Juan 21' trailer sailor on EBay,
and I won it for $150. At one point the previous owner had dropped
the boat off the trailer onto a concrete boat ramp. I rebuilt the cabin top and stepped a new
mast. Over the next few years I sailed the three WPA lakes in Georgia and South Carolina.
I moved to Los Angeles in 2010 and bought a 1983 Catalina 30, The Riot, to live aboard for a few
months while I searched for a home. That boat is currently slipped in E Basin, and I'm moored in
Culver City. The Riot goes out weekly for day sails and started 30 races in the Venture McGregor
TNT Racing Series in the 2012 season.
I've sailed boats in the States, Mexico, Croatia, Turkey, Thailand, and coming this January, South
Africa.
I'm a career field carpenter. About two years ago I accepted a job managing the operations of
local general contracting and finish Carpentry Company. I still do a little fieldwork, but generally
I'm at a desk all week. Come Friday I can't wait to get out of the office and over to the Yacht Club
for sun and fresh air.
Kenan
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PMYC
SUPERBOWL PARTY
Sunday, February 3
12:00 - Pot Luck
(Please bring a dish to share)
3:30 - Kick Off
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15

VALENTINE’S
PARTY
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15
6:00-Hors’doeuvres/Cocktails
7:00-Dinner
$15/Person
Menu: Linda Black’s Famous Garlic Chicken
Tortellini
Salad
Garlic Bread
Fudge Trifle
Chianti
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February 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1 Foil &

Sat

2

Oven Demo Groundhog
By Peter
Day
Breum

3

4

5

6

Superbowl
Party

11 PSSA 12

Brunch

Meeting

Lincoln’s
Birthday

17

18

19

13

Sunday
Brunch

25

14

20

Mott
Mardi
Gras Party

15 FND

21 Single 22
Mariners
PSSA
Meeting

26 Board 27
Meeting

9 Keith

16

Valentine’s Valentine’s
Day
Day
Dinner

Presidents
Day

Flag Day

8

Mariners

10

24

7 Single

28

23
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OFFICER OF THE DAY
February 2013
Feb. 1

Frank Quinones

Feb. 2

Nick Cecola

Feb. 3

Superbowl (TBD)

Feb. 8

Rex Michel

Feb. 9

Mary Wichser

Feb. 10

Paul Delaney

Feb. 15

Matt Wielicki

Feb. 16

Bob Gonzales

Feb. 17

John Black

Feb. 22

Patrick Duffy

Feb. 23

Kent Andersson

Feb. 24

Larry Koch

Friday 6-9

Saturday/Sunday 12-5pm

It is the obligation of every member of PMYC to serve as Officer of the Day at least two
sometimes three times a year.
Your associate is welcome to serve with you or take your place.
Remember it is up to you to schedule an alternate if you are unable to serve
Failure to serve your OD will result in a $50 assessment, as outlined in the standing rules.
Snacks are always welcome, but do not feel obligated to bring anything.

We will be honored by your presence!
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February Birthdays
1 - Don Coffelt & Tony Milazzo
5 – Peter Sternberger & Yolanda Vitkoff
6 – Pat Garrett
8 – LP Brown
10 – Mark Felgenhauer
12 – Ed Thompson & Alex Tissot
5 – Michelle Jones & Karen Guccione
17 – William Smith
18 – Jeff Bonebreak
19 – Pat Coffelt & Beth Edwards & Cal Troupe
21 – Nick Cecola
22- Tina Smith
24 – Kaz Smith & Eric Hermansson
28 – Stephen Kee & Chris McDougall
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FIRST VISITORS TO THE GUEST DOCK AFTER
NOTICING OUR NEW SIGN!
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FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER
Nearly every Friday night (exceptions include Cruise Weekends or a big
event Saturday) a PMYC member volunteers to host dinner for the
membership.
The 2013 Friday Night Dinner Sign-up sheet is now posted in the galley.
Sign up and show off your cooking talents or amaze us with an old family favorite recipe!
Make it fun or exotic or just different if you like! Include a theme drink or music! It's all
about members getting together and starting the weekend with good times, good food and
good friends!
Please contact Rear Commodore Alan Rock for details and instructions of how to run a
successful FND.
Alan Rock - 310-721-2825 alanrock1@gmail.com

Please wear your NAME TAG when you are in the Club House.
PMYC MEMBERS
GUEST POLICY:
As a member you are entitled to invite guests to your club, but, you must be present and issue a
guest name tag.
Sign them into the guest register under your name as sponsor.
Don’t forget the parking pass.
Visitors from other yacht clubs should also be signed in and issued a name tag.
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Hi Southern CA Yacht Club members:
The California Department of Boating and Waterways (DBW’s) and the California Coastal Commission’s Boating Clean & Green Program, the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Foundation (DBW’s
Clean Vessel Act program) and the Keep the Delta Clean Program in partnership with, the US
Coast Guard Auxiliary, the US Power Squadrons will conduct more Dockwalker trainings this year.
If you are already a trained Dockwalker and were trained more than 3 years ago, please join us this
year for a refresher class.
Dockwalkers are trained to engage members of the public and the boating community to adopt
clean boating practices. Dockwalkers share clean boating information with boaters and distribute
educational materials (boater kits), while visiting marinas, launch ramps, marine supply stores, boat
shows and special events (i.e. regattas, opening days, among others). As you realize, “Dockwalker”
is only a generic term because you do not necessarily have to “walk the docks” in order to talk to
boaters about safety and clean boating practices. Remember safety and the environment go hand
in hand.
Training is FREE and Dockwalking is a fantastic way to interact with boaters to help keep
California’s marinas, waterways, and ocean clean and healthy. The training provides an overview
of environmentally-sound boating practices, information about how to conduct Dockwalking, and
educational materials that Dockwalkers will distribute including the 2013 boater kits. These boater
kits include; A Boater’s Guide to Keeping Pollutants Out of the Water; Oil Absorbent Pillow to
capture oil leaks and drips in the boat bilge; a variety of informative Clean and Safe Boating
Resources including the “Environmental Boating Laws Every Recreational Boater Should Know,”
the new ABC’s of Boating Law, among others. In addition, newly trained Southern California Dockwalkers will receive the new edition of the Southern California Boater’s Guide.
In the last five years, more than 500 Dockwalkers have distributed over 90,000 boater kits
statewide. Hours spent training or educating the public qualify as community service.
The benefits the Dockwalker program will provide to you, your clubs and colleagues
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/ccbn/faq-dockwalker-marinas.pdf include:
· Supporting your current efforts, enhancing and broadening your clean and safe boating
mission efforts
· Sharing resources such as the boater kit (important in these tough economic times), a
valuable education and outreach tool to attract boaters’ attention and conduct face-to-face
boater education.
· Providing you with more resources for your members, regattas and other public events and
presentations
· Participation in our Dockwalker Program counts towards the club of the year points
under the Clean Boating Program category
· Offering an additional method to protect our waterways
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HELPFUL TIPS

Penetrating Oils
Machinist's Workshop Mag recently published some information on various penetrating oils that I
found very interesting. Some of you might appreciate this. The magazine reports they tested
penetrates for break out torque on rusted nuts.
They are below, as forwarded by an ex-student and professional machinist. They arranged a
subjective test of all the popular penetrates with the control being the torque required to remove
the nut from a "scientifically rusted" environment.
*Penetrating oils ........... Average torque load to loosen*
No Oil used ................... 516 pounds
WD-40 ..................... ... 238 pounds
PB Blaster .................... 214 pounds
Liquid Wrench ...............127 pounds
Kano Kroil .................... 106 pounds
ATF*-Acetone mix............53 pounds
The ATF-Acetone mix is a "home brew" mix of 50 - 50 automatic transmission fluid and acetone.
Note this "home brew" released bolts better than any commercial product in this one particular
test.
Our local machinist group mixed up a batch and we all now use it with equally good results.
Note also that "Liquid Wrench" is almost as good as "Kroil" for about 20% of the price.
Steve from Godwin-Singer says that ATF-Acetone mix is best, but you can also use ATF and
lacquer thinner in a 50-50 mix. *ATF=Automatic Transmission Fluid
This actually works well, power-steering fluid also works as well as trans fluid!

Operating a Defibrillator Machine
We have all walked by the Red Cross sign in airports and elsewhere indicating where a heart
machine is located. Do you know what is in them and how to use it? Try this video and see what
you think.

http://www.heartrescuenow.com/
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MURDER MYSTERY DINNER AT PMYC
Saturday, April 20, 2013
WANTED! PMYC members to participate as characters in the
first ever murder mystery dinner at PMYC. Everyone is
welcome to come for dinner and try to solve the mystery. We
also need members to volunteer to play a role to help facilitate
the murder. The game will be played during the course of the
evening. Prizes will be awarded for those who solve the
mystery as well as best costume, best sleuthing, best acting,
etc.
Please email Jessica Ward at jessica.ward80@yahoo.com if you are interested in playing a
character or would like more information.

The Log is published on or as soon after the 1st of each month
Deadline: 5 days before end of the month

Please submit photos or articles to:

logeditor@pmyc.org
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The Catalina Island Conservancy’s bold vision: Imagine Catalina
By Ann Muscat, President/CEO Catalina Island Conservancy
Catalina is a unique and special place. Where else can visitors easily experience so wild an
environment just off the coast of such a large population as southern California? Formed in 1972,
the Catalina Island Conservancy owns and stewards 42,138 acres, 88 percent of Catalina Island.
The Conservancy is committed to its mission to be a responsible steward of its lands through a
balance of conservation, education and recreation.
The natural setting across the Conservancy-held land retains much of its original biological value.
It offers a unique laboratory and classroom for ecosystem protection and restoration in conjunction
with multiple uses by both locals and visiting people. Its overarching goal being sustainability, the
Conservancy sees myriad opportunities for formal research and education, while offering
unsurpassed opportunities for nature-based learning and recreation. Over 60,000 youth visit the 7
camps on Conservancy property each year. With sixteen unique and rare plant communities, and
at least 60 plant and animal species found nowhere else on earth, Catalina Island is biologically
important and unique—a veritable haven for enjoying, understanding, and sustaining nature.
During the Conservancy’s history, it has employed best practices to protect and restore Catalina
while welcoming the public to enjoy its rugged beauty. Recent successes have included:
• Saving the Catalina Island fox from extinction
• Protecting the habitat for the successful reintroduction of the American bald eagle
• Removing destructive non--‐native animals
• Eradicating and controlling invasive plant species on a landscape scale
• Launching a Naturalist Training program to share the Conservancy’s environmental
sustainability ethic with the more than one million guests who visit each year
• Creating the Trans--‐Catalina Trail, making it possible to explore the Island tip to tip
• Pioneering the use of contraception for Catalina’s iconic, non--‐native bison which are
central to the Island’s economy and an important part of its cultural fabric

The Conservancy is also proud of its rich tradition and relationships with many yacht clubs in
Southern California. Both through philanthropic contributions and land leases the Conservancy
has worked extensively with the yacht club community and is grateful for their generous support.
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In 2010, the Catalina Island Conservancy embarked on a strategic planning effort to guide its
course for the next twenty years, which we refer to as Imagine Catalina. In developing this vision
we sought the advice of internationally recognized sustainability experts, like William McDonough,
author of the ground-breaking book “Cradle to Cradle”. Imagine Catalina is the vision and promise of new ways to walk lightly upon the land. It is a blueprint for how people can make a positive
mark upon the earth: stewarding wild places so that they thrive, teaching the next generation
values, skills and concepts that support both ecological and economic sustainability, and using
resources thoughtfully and joyfully for recreation and reflection.
We are excited about some of the early Imagine Catalina initiatives. For example, we will soon
begin re-building of the Catherine Hotel site in Avalon to be what we refer to as the Trailhead,
where visitors to Catalina can learn about the Island and opportunities to experience the natural
environment. We are relocating, restoring and expanding the historic stagecoach stop, Eagle’s
Nest Lodge, which will provide a window into Catalina’s cultural history. We are also exploring how
to provide new environmentally appropriate camping opportunities within the interior of the island
along the Trans-Catalina Trail. The careful balance of conservation, education and recreation will
guide all our efforts.
We have a lot of work ahead of us with Imagine Catalina and change isn’t for everyone, but the
Catalina Island Conservancy Board and staff are committed as ever to the mission of the Conservancy and need your help! We value your thoughts and perspectives and are constantly seeking
feedback to help us do our job better.
This year is our 18th annual Conservancy Ball on April 13, 2013 at the Avalon Casino Ballroom –
please mark your calendars! San Diego Yacht Club is partnering with the Conservancy this year
to make this ball a great success. We have appreciated the tradition of yacht club participation in
our annual event and hope to see both friends and new faces at the ball.
We have strived to be an efficient organization; the Conservancy has been able to cover all of its
administrative and operating expenses through earned income and endowment revenue. This
means all charitable contributions made to the Conservancy are 100% dedicated directly to our
program activities that fulfill our mission.
We view this Conservancy as a partnership, and we welcome and invite all feedback. Call (562)
437-8555 or email us, info@catalinaconservancy.org. You can also visit
www.catalinaconservancy.com to learn more about our organization and work. We look forward to
seeing you at the Conservancy Ball.

