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Larry Koch Commodore

Here we are on the verge of Pacific Mariner Yacht Club’s 50th
Opening Day Celebration. The theme this year will be “Celebrating
50 years – New York Style”. Please join us on Sunday, March 10th,
for what is traditionally the best opening day party in Marina Del Rey.
I hope everyone enjoys the many great foods I grew up with in New
York. Member registration, Bloody Marys and mingling will begin at
10:30 a.m. The ceremony will start at 11:00 a.m. sharp. Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead on
Saturday night, so you’ll be on time for the fun.
I am most appreciative of the many volunteers who have been planning and working for weeks to
make this event another huge success that all members can be proud of. Thank you all for your
support and hard work. I am looking forward to visiting with dignitaries from all over southern
California, all the Officers from other Yacht Clubs, our membership and especially our Staff
Commodores who have contributed so much over the last fifty years.
Keith Mott is continuing to sponsor Sunday brunches, every other week, to benefit the Southern
University Alumni Assoc. scholarship fund. There is no better value than coming to PMYC for this
meal. Our Friday night dinners continue to be a huge success with light music on most evenings.
On Feb 15th, Carol Butte, Roxann Bersche, Deborah Panas, Tina Michel, Helene Smith and
Linda Black put on a very special Valentine’s Day dinner with music and romantic fun.
I encourage everyone to view what’s going on at PMYC by looking at the photographic evidence on
Shutterfly, and see all that’s being planned for this, our 50th year, by viewing the calendar on our
website: PMYC.org. You can also find out the dates of major events, who will be cooking Friday
Night Dinner, who is having a birthday, who will be serving their O.D. duties, and much more.
Numerous outside groups are now meeting at PMYC. Welcome them to our home. The race and
cruise committees are busily getting us organized for our 50th year of summer fun. There is no
shortage of things for everyone to get involved in. The website has tons of other useful
information. Please check it out.
The 2013 roster is now available. A special thank you to Vice Commodore Glen Solomon for his
hard work on this project. Please pick up your copy at the CLUB on your next visit. Let’s all make
this, our 50th year, the best ever.

See you at the Club….. Larry
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Alan Rock - Rear Commodore
Ahoy club members. Start of the season is next week. I am so
looking forward to the best opening day of any club in
Southern California. How do I know that? I have been to most
every club’s opening day from San Diego to Santa Barbara!
This Sunday, Melissa and I will be at the Santa Barbara’s Yacht
Club opening day.
I want to thank the many folks that are helping out with the
Friday night dinners. Without your help there is no dinner and
nowhere to eat in the marina for under $10.00. So, if you have
not signed up, then why not? It’s fun and easy and a great way
to meet other members. Please see me and I will walk through
the whole process.
Hope to see you all on March 1st at the dinner!
See you on the water,
Alan
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Michael “MD3” Donovan – Fleet Captain
2013 PMYC
Opening Day
Fleet Inspections
As part of our Opening Day Ceremony, PMYC will be awarding
trophies for Members in the following categories:
1) Best Powerboat

2) Best Sailboat

3) Best Overall Boat

Boat Inspections will take place starting on Saturday, March 9th at
Noon and last well into the evening to inspect all entries. Please
signup ASAP to be on our list.
This year’s Boat Inspection Committee consists of Nicole Howell,
Curt & Roxann Bersche & MD3.
We are expecting a very fun and entertaining time and as tradition holds can be bribed….
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As Opening Day Season 2013 Begins Again This Year, PMYC Needs Your Help!
In a detailed survey of our PMYC Burgees, we are sadly lacking the following list of local yacht club
Burgees that need to be captured and presented. If you can plan to attend one of their Opening
Days, I will make arrangements for you to present a PMYC Burgee to these local Yacht Clubs in
exchange. Go be the HERO and connect...
The following is a List of Southern California Yacht Clubs that PMYC does NOT have their
Burgee:
Alamitos Bay YC

Long Beach www.abyc.org

Anacapa YC Channel Islands
Balboa Basin YC
Balboa YC

www.anacapayachtclub.com

Newport Beach

www.balboabasinyachtclub.org

Newport Beach

Cabrillo Beach YC San Pedro

www.cbyc.org

San Pedro YC

Cerritos Bahia YC
Chula Vista YC

Santa Barbara Sailing Club

Chula Vista

Coronado Cays YC Coronado Island
Coronado YC
Corsair YC

San Luis YC

Coronado Island

Dana Point

Hollywood YC

Hollywood

SeaGate YC
Shoreline YC Long Beach

Catalina Island

Dana West YC

Santa Margarita YC

South Corinthian YC MDR
www.hollywoodyachtclub.org

Lake Gregory YC
Lake Mission Viejo Mission Viejo

South Shore YC
Southwestern YC

Lido Isle YC

Little Ships Fleet YC
Los Angeles YC

Los Angeles

Navy YC

San Diego

Navy YC

Channel Islands

Navy YC

Long Beach

Newport Harbor YC Newport Beach
Newport Sea Base

Cheers!
Michael "MD3" Donovan III
2013 Fleet Captain
Membership Chairman
Burgee Historian
PACIFIC MARINERS YACHT
CLUB
MD3arch@Alumni.USC.edu
(310) 437-9716
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Directors Report

Greetings Fellow PMYC Members,
Wow, what a great turnout for our recent
Board meeting! Its nice to see the membership getting involved in what is going on at our
club. Everyone participated in a lively discussion. If you haven’t attended a meeting, our next one
is March 26th. It’s always the fourth Tuesday of every month and starts promptly at 7 pm. Do you
feel passionate about something? Come to our monthly meeting and express yourself.
Please welcome John Grote, our newest Director for 2013. We are happy that the Board of
Governors selected such an experienced Director to assist us in representing you. Next time you
see John and his wonderful wife Brenda, thank them for taking the time to drive–in rush hour
traffic–from North Hollywood, to give back to the club.
If you cannot attend one of our Board meetings, you can still have a voice. Email me at
pmycboard@gmail.com and the Directors will take up any ideas or concerns you may have. Do
you ever wonder what you may be missing at PMYC or when your O.D. duty is? Check out the
monthly calendar now posted on our club website: www.PMYC.org
See you at Opening Day and remember to put your clocks ahead one hour before bedtime on
Saturday night, March 9th.
Here’s to a great boating season and wear your PFD.
Director,
Gary Panas
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Racing Update
by Mike and Karen Guccione
Hello Race Fans. Yacht Racing at PMYC is doing just fine, thank
you. There have been lots of changes to the program over the last
three years and PMYC is now taking a leadership role in racing. The
most important factor in the growth of the yacht racing program at
the club has been the education of your officers. Every officer in the
chairs has worked with better informed race committee chairs when
they were fleet captain. Your officers are now better educated about
the yacht racing and boating education than in the past. Expect
more.
So what changed? The biggest changes to the races and the racing
program has been to fit the program to the club and not change the club to fit a program. Our
racing program is now focused on the racer that does not want to fly spinnakers and spend money
on new equipment. Our races are for the casual sailor or what is now referred to as CruiserRacer. These races are designed for boats that are designed to cruise and not race. It’s just for
fun. All of our races have been changed from complex buoy racing to cruiser races. These races
are less complex, easier to run and the cruiser racer is a growth area in racing today. People want
to have fun but they don’t want it to be costly and that describes our club’s program.
We have kept all of our old races like the Chuck Stein, Heather Perkoff and the Wooden Hull
Regatta. We also added two more races, the Dave Wall Memorial Race in June and the Catalina
to Port Race in April. We had a Dave Wall perpetual trophy for 30 years before the race was ever
run but we do not have a perpetual trophy for the Catalina to Port Race. I have a really nice and
expensive trophy picked out that will stay at the club and list each year’s winner on it in perpetuity.
It would be nice to honor one of our racers that have passed on by having a group or members
pay for and then name this new memorial trophy. Contact Commodore Larry Koch for more information on how this will work.
What is handicap racing? If you have ever seen a yacht race you will find that there are all types
and sizes of boats racing against each other. How can that be fair? Well, we have measurements
on every sailboat made telling us how long a boat should take to do a mile course. Then after
each race we count how long each boat took to do the race and then either add or subtract the
amount of time that fits the performance data of the boat. Theoretically this makes all the boats
identical. Racing is then just seeing who can sail their boat closest to the boats potential. Cruisers
like to race because it increases boating skills and it’s a social thing to do with their boat.
April 13th is the day of the Catalina to Port Race. If you ever wanted to see the entire back side of
Catalina Island this is your day. At least 20 boats will be going to Avalon via the back side of the
island on that Saturday and you are welcome to enter the entire race, or just do part of it. Turn
your motor on when you are tired of sailing or get your power boat and follow the fleet. We start at
12 noon at the Palos Verdes Point and we usually finish before 8pm that evening in Avalon. Then
join us for Breakfast and a trophy presentation party on Sunday in Avalon.
Put it on your calendar. ‘Till then…see you at the starting line
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Well if you’re not in the mood for love after
PMYC’S Valentine’s party, it’s because you
didn’t go! Love was certainly in the air that
evening. Carol Butte and Darlene Koch help
set the mood with the lovely décor. Jason
from Ukulele Creations did an amazing job of
serenading us all evening. Chefs Rhonda
Breum, Helene Smith and Tina Michel made
a delicious dinner. I loved the heart shaped
cookies!
Carol also sent all the couples home with a
Valentine’s picture, nice touch Carol!
Party On!
Deborah Pitt & Roxann Bersche
Entertainment Committee

To everybody who helped and attended,
thank you! Without all of you and your support
these events would not happen. Roxann
and I look forward to more good times with
all of you this year!
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MURDER MYSTERY DINNER AT
PMYC
Saturday, April 20, 2013
WANTED! PMYC members to participate as characters in
the first ever murder mystery dinner at PMYC. Everyone is
welcome to come for dinner and try to solve the mystery. We
also need members to volunteer to play a role to help
facilitate the murder. The game will be played during
the course of the evening. Prizes will be awarded for those
who solve the mystery as well as best costume, best
sleuthing, best acting, etc.
Please email Jessica Ward at jessica.ward80@yahoo.com
if you are interested in playing a character or would like more information.

WELCOME BACK PAST PMYC MEMBERS
Cort Haverly
Donald & Francine Warren
Tom Dumas
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WELCOME NEW PMYC MEMBER
BILL WELLS
Bill was born in New Jersey, but in grade school his family moved
to the Lake Minnetonka area of suburban Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Here Bill became an avid skier: snow skiing in the winter and
waterskiing in the summer. After HS, Bill attended Stanford
University earning BS and MS degrees in engineering.

After graduation he returned to Minn. and spent a few years in a
corporate job in Minneapolis in the field of Operations Research. It
was during that time that he purchased and raced his first sailboat,
a beautiful, Melges wood hull Class C Scow. The C Scow fleet on
Lake Minnetonka is large and intensely competitive. Often there
would be 25+ boats fighting for a hole on the start line. For those interested in more info on “C”
Scows go to: www.melges.com/boat.php?p=pages/boats/C-scow or www.cscow.org
Bill eventually moved back to California, worked in the field of Transportation planning in Los
Angeles for a number of years before entering the field of commercial real estate finance where he
spent the last 22 years, first in mortgage banking and then with several retail banks, most recently
US Bank.

Bill’s family traditionally spends a week each summer at a family camp on Fallen Leaf Lake near
Lake Tahoe, where Lasers are the sailboat of choice. In Los Angeles, Bill has owned and sailed
Hobie cats, and, for the last six years, crewed on Chutzpah, a Catalina 36 Mk II. Bill has just
recently purchased an old Santana 30/30, Wahzoo, a 30’ sloop made by WD Schock Co., which
he has been diligently working on rehabbing in preparation for the 2013 race season. (This boat is
similar to Teaser sailed by PMYC member Mike Guccione.) Bill plans to race the Sunset series,
the Sundowners and other races, all predicated of course on his success in recruiting a good
crew.

Since he just retired last year, Bill’s other activities besides sailing include serving on the Board of
a Non-Profit, serving as treasurer of his golf club, golfing once or twice a month, and cycling to
stay in shape.

Bill lives in Calabasas with his wife Marjie who is president of Stellar Events, a corporate meetingplanning firm. They have one daughter, Steph, a musician, who works for a small internet
company in San Francisco.
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March Birthdays
7 – Curt Bersche
7 - Leslie Bond
9 – Ken Havard
10 – Alex Hasenclever
11 – Helene Smith
11 - Annie Tehan
11 - Howard Wikoff
12 – Grace Arnold
13 – Nancy Wilding
14 – Jose Beltran
15 – Dave Ringwald
16 – Roy Souza
18 – Alan Gornick
19 – Mike Dubois
19 - Mike Guccione
19 - Gloria Leggio
19 - Michelle Markley
23 – Rhonda Breum
23 – Mickey Oskey
25 – Natalie Cecola
25 - Ron Freese
27 – Robert Veltri
28 – Nancy Young
29 – Kia Andersson
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FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER

Nearly every Friday night (exceptions include Cruise
Weekends or a big event Saturday) a PMYC member

volunteers to host dinner for the membership.
The 2013 Friday Night Dinner Sign-up sheet is now
posted in the galley. Sign up and show off your cooking
talents or amaze us with an old family favorite recipe!
Make it fun or exotic or just different if you like! Include a theme drink or music! It's all
about members getting together and starting the weekend with good times, good food and
good friends!
Please contact Rear Commodore Alan Rock for details and instructions of how to run a
successful FND.
Alan Rock - 310-721-2825 alanrock1@gmail.com
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Please wear your NAME TAG when you are in the
Club House
PMYC MEMBERS
GUEST POLICY:
As a member you are entitled to invite guests to your club, but, you must be
present and issue a guest name tag.
Sign them into the guest register under your name as sponsor.

The Log is published on or as soon after the 1st of each
month
Deadline: 5 days before end of the month
Please submit photos or articles to:
logeditor@pmyc.org

