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Larry Koch - Commodore
This card was received from our friends at the Redondo Beach Yacht
Club. It reiterates how the PMYC Opening Day Ceremony is anticipated by and what it means to everyone in the Southern California Yacht
Club community. The appreciation they show and the comments they
make are all humbling. They all look forward to the show we put on.
We have received some of the most wonderful compliments from other
opening day participants. The planning, decorating, cooking, and
presentation, by so many of you, really make PMYC shine. What can I
say about John Meyers? Not only was I totally surprised when he
appeared, but I was blown away by his performance. As your
Commodore, I thank all of you, and wish to say how proud I am of our
Club and its members.
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Our delegation of officers continues to travel to Southern California yacht
club opening days. We were represented first at Santa Barbara YC on
March 3rd. Next, were the six in Marina Del Rey, followed by Long Beach
YC on the 16th and then Shoreline YC on the 23rd. That’s 9 down, so far,
for Darlene and me, and about 11 or so, to go. We are always looking for
friends to join in on the fun. After Easter weekend off, we’re off to Ventura/Oxnard for 7 more. We
are having so much fun, we hate to see it end!
I’m so please to see the resurgence of sabot sailing at PMYC. These fun little boats are great for
kids and adults of all ages. They are equally great for novices or experienced sailors. Anyone can
learn to sail one of these and they are very safe, so don’t worry about falling overboard. Just ask
Curt. As we get more of them, I hope to get organized racing going at our club, just like PMYC was
once famous for. These sabots can be found on Craig’s list and are very affordable. Mike Elia,
Matt Wielicki or Dennis Peitso, can each get you started. The club is procuring storage for these
sabots and also for kayaks or other very small “toys”. Stay tuned for more developments.
If you’ve been to the Club, recently, you may have noticed a beautiful large half-hull model sailboat
mounted on a mahogany board. This model of Endeavour, the 130 foot J-class yacht built for the
1934 America’s Cup, has been graciously donated to PMYC by Ken and Sandi Goldman to honor
the memory of their longtime friend, Staff Commodore and Life Member, Bob Smith. Ken and
Sandi are also past members of PMYC. The half model hull will become a perpetual trophy
named the “Bob Smith Memorial Trophy”. Thank you to Ken and Sandi for your thoughtful gift.
Keith Mott is continuing to sponsor Sunday brunches at the Club, every other week, to benefit the
Southern University Alumni Assoc. scholarship fund. There is no better value than coming to
PMYC for this meal. Our Friday night dinners continue to be a huge success with light music on
most evenings. Come on out to enjoy what the Club has to offer.
I encourage everyone to relive what’s going on at PMYC by looking at the photographic evidence
on Shutterfly. The Opening Day photos are already posted, as are many other events, for your
enjoyment. You can also see what’s being planned for this, our 50th year, by viewing the calendar
on our website: PMYC.org. You can also find out the dates of major events, who will be cooking
Friday Night Dinner, who is celebrating a birthday, who will be serving their O.D. duties, and much
more.
The race and cruise committees are busily getting us organized for our 50th year of summer fun.
The race committee welcomes new member Bill Wells. The Homeport Regatta will be hosted by
PMYC this year. It is a giant opportunity for our Club, and there is no shortage of things for everyone to get involved in. Our cruise schedule is being finalized, so stay tuned for upcoming news on
the dates and locations of these fun events.
The 2013 roster is now available. I want to thank Vice Commodore Glen Solomon for his hard
work on this project. Everyone should pick up their copy at the Club. Let’s all make this, our
50th year, the best ever.
See you at the Club….. Larry
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Bloody Mary mixologists, cannons, singing,
flag waving, dignitaries, Blue Gavel & a
wacky chicken!
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Michael “MD3” Donovan – Fleet Captain

2013 Fleet Inspection
This year’s Fleet Inspection crew consisted of Fleet
Captain Michael “MD3” Donovan III, Port Captain Curt &
Roxann Bersche and Deanna Onisko.

"Best Sailboat"
Mon Chéri - Richard Benedon
"Best Powerboat"
Bearcat - Alan Gornick
"Best Overall Boat"
Athan Rye, II - Patrick & Mary Duffy
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Cinco de Mayo Coastal Cruise
This year's Cinco de Mayo Coastal Cruise will take place on May 3-5, 2013 at the KING HARBOR
YACHT CLUB in Redondo Beach. Seal Beach YC was not able to accommodate us that
weekend, thus the change.
The 2013 Cruise Committee voted to make the first cruise on the season to be a Coastal Cruise
(no longer called a Land Cruise) to get the best possible participation from as many Members with
or without access to their own boats. King Harbor YC is only 12.6 miles via car from PMYC and
gives our Cruising Members an opportunity to experience a different marina and yacht club.
KHYC's Board has approved our weekend visit and use of their long dock which we plan to do a
Mediterranean Mooring or stern tie to their dock so that we can cluster as many of our boats
together.
Friday Night there will be a Mexican themed Party on board those PMYC Boats but we cannot
party on their dock per Marina Rules.
Saturday various group activities will be planned throughout the day of which the details are still
being worked out.
Saturday Evening we have been invited to join the Members of KHYC at their Cinco De Mayo
party in their Yacht Club that will consist of food, drinks and dancing for a nominal fee that has yet
to be determined.
Sunday morning's plans are also being discussed by the Cruising Committee that will be
meeting in two weeks.
We Hope that EVERYONE considers joining the FUN by boating OR driving down this short
distance to show KHYC that PMYC knows how to have fun!
Come Join the Fun...
Michael "MD3" Donovan III
2013 Fleet Captain
Membership Chairman
Burgee Historian
PACIFIC MARINERS YACHT CLUB
MD3arch@Alumni.USC.edu
(310) 437-9716
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Curt Bersche - Port Captain
Ahoy the Club! Here is my April Port Captain Report:
Parking Lot/Grounds: The parking lot is in fantastic shape and we
didn’t have to tow anyone last month. Special thanks to Mary Wichser
and Janet Mundo who keep the gardens looking spectacular and
provide a beautiful entrance for our members and guests. I would like
to thank everyone who helped set up the chairs for opening day. Great
job! I would also like to thank John Meyer for his impressive Opening
Day chicken dance and song. So funny and we also made it into the
paper! Another special thanks to Rex Michel for all he does for the
club and for teaching me how to attach and raise the flags for Opening
Day.
Officer of the Day: We had a couple Officer of the Day “no-shows” last month. Please remember
to check the Log each month to see if you have Officer of the Day duties. The OD list through
January 2014 is posted at the club as well as on the calendar on the Club website. You will also
receive a post card letting you know when your OD duties are scheduled. Please keep in mind that
it is every members obligation to participate in the this fun activity and more important, an opportunity to meet fellow club members. If the OD schedule is in conflict with other personal obligations, it is your responsibility to reschedule or trade with other members. If you don’t show up or
get a replacement you will be fined $50.
Docks: The Club now has 2 Sabots that are in excellent condition and available for use by our
members and guests. Special thanks to Michael Elia and Dennis Peitso for restoring them and
getting them in ship shape! We are anticipating even more Sabots in the near future. When that
time comes we are going to have Sabot races from the Club to Mother’s Beach and back. Can’t
wait for that! It is great to see people getting out on the water and learning how to sail a Sabot or
honing their already great Sabot sailing skills.
Dinghy and kayak racks are also being installed on the docks. Thanks to all who are refurbishing
them and getting them installed!
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Racing Update
by Mike and Karen Guccione
Hello Race Fans. My goodness the club has come alive with racing
fever. If you haven’t been down to the club recently, you have to
come down and see it for yourself. Director Mike Elia has started a
fleet of sabots. There are reportedly seven new sabots at the club,
with more on the way! We are planning to buy one ourselves and I
weigh more than the boat! The Friday Night Races will soon be back!
Last month I asked for a perpetual trophy for the Catalina to Port
Race. The club has been honored with a beautiful trophy, a half hull of
the Endeavor. This new trophy will commemorate the service and
dedication Bob Smith has given to the club. This perpetual trophy will list the winners of each of the
classes in the Catalina to Port Race. This year’s race is coming up on April 13th. The new trophy
will be awarded at the trophy presentation Sunday morning in Avalon with a formal deed of gift.
Fleet Captain Mike Donovan III (MD3) and his group are putting together the Home Port Regatta
happening on April 21st and if you are good you might see the gold fish races return on that same
date. Mike has had to go through a massive learning curve in a short period of time but he definitely
has a handle on it. The Home Port Regatta is designed to take people who have never been
racing and train them for their first race. Not only is this good for racing, it’s also a great way to
show off the club to prospective members. This is the Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht
Clubs (ASMBYC) most important training event. Each year a yacht club is chosen to host and run
the event. It shows our community involvement as well as our leadership and frankly it’s great to
brag about. It is a proud time for PMYC.
April 13th, Catalina to Port, put it on your calendar. ‘Till then…see you at the starting line.

11

MEMORIES OF A BELOVED PMYC CLUB MEMBER
And SINGLE MARINERS MEMBER, KAREN SEYMOUR
Born 6/02/50 Entered into rest 03/02/13
I am going to combine references to a "larger than life character," Karen
Seymour. She has a beautiful soul, wherever she may be. Along with
that, she was one of the most caring, compassionate persons one could
ever hope to meet. Rex Michel, a PMYC member commented that, "No
matter how tough things were in her life, she would always inquire as
how someone else was doing. She would lend a sympathetic ear." Rex
continued by saying that her name should have been "Caring Seymour."
Karen possessed a rapier wit along with smiles and humor and could
make a comeback comment faster than a bullet. She was one of my
best friends of all time. She won my heart and the hearts of many that
became acquainted with her. A lot of us, and very much more so, her
son Marc Seymour are experiencing a deep loss.
Marc recently sent to me some of his writing about his mom. Marc only
suffered losses that involved the family's cats that died over the years. Marc has never experienced anything of the depth and magnitude of the loss of his beloved mother.
What Marc wrote: "I'm finding that just typing these words is bringing great pain."
He continues, "that being said, I can say that she didn't have a selfish bone in her body, and while
her generosity often kept her lingering on the edge of financial collapse, she always managed to
pull things together just before they fell apart. Despite my inability to appreciate what she was
doing at the time, she did everything in her power to make sure I had a good run of things. She
worked tirelessly to pour her all into my musical talents, and pulled every string imaginable to get
me through the loopholes of an education system designed to see a mind like mine doomed to
failure... much as she did for her friends and clients in their various situations." (Marc was a
prodigy - a bass player according to professional musicians).
Mark continued: "I know she loved sailing, lighthouses, and dancing. She tried taking me to dance
classes, and the "angsty" teen only made it through two. Her favorite movie was "Starman". I tried
to find her a copy to bring it to the hospital, and by the time I was able to get my hands on another,
it was too late."
Marc commented on Karen's cooking prowess. "She used to throw large dinner parties for
Christmas. Four stoves and every appliance known to man in the kitchen cooking up many full
courses and sides, upwards of 80-100 people."
"It's really is amazing how much her life changed when she come out here and how many of the
things that would fill her with joy seemed to be lacking. Much as I love it out here, Los Angeles was
not for my mother," said Marc Seymour.
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"In my experience with Karen, said Nancy Young, aside from being a beloved mother, she had a
range of skills and wonderful aspects within her personality. Karen was as complex as a rare
scintillating diamond. She was captivating, refined and very funny. I could listen to her tirelessly.
We spent a lot of our conversations laughing at just about everything that life congers up. She is
the singular reason that I have unlimited minutes on my cell phone. Karen and I would spend time
on the phone a number of times weekly. The late Sparky Mundo, a charter club member at PMYC
commented when I mentioned to club members that I was going to leave town for awhile. "Gee
Nancy, said Sparky, all we need at PMYC is a Mina Bird with a cell phone taped to its head and
then call it Nancy and we won't have to miss you." Sparky was another one of our special
members that passed away and is gone from our midst. You are missed very much, Sparky.
Karen also specialized in forensic investigations relating to the IRS and had appeared in court
sessions across this nation defending folks that owed the IRS and the California Franchise Tax
Board. For that alone, you gotta love her! Her credentials were such that she was an E.A. agent
(enrolled agent) certified by the IRS to testify in court cases.
Karen was an avid and skilled sailor. When she lived in Florida, she raced sailboats and even
converted a powerboat into a sailboat. It's shallow draft allowed her to sail in Florida's water's. She
was a very resourceful lady. One day while sailing in the in Biscayne Bay, an island off the coast of
Miami, the tides changed. Karen was in fear of being swept out to sea in her modified sailboat.
Marc, her only child who was young at the time, along with another person were aboard. Karen
decided to change the course in such a way that she purposely hit a draw bridge just after it
lowered. She sank her boat on purpose to avoid the treacherous outgoing tide and being swept out
to sea.
Chuck Cadigan, a PMYC member and my boyfriend, commented that "Karen was the ultimate
pragmatist".
I spoke with Alan Gornick who told me that Karen joined "Single Mariners" at PMYC twelve years
ago and later became a regular member. She was commodore of Single Mariner's for a period of
time and went on to become a member of PMYC.
Karen was also a sharpshooter. Because she was with Allen Gornick, by default, she became a
lethal shooter. She was a natural, excellent shooter from the very first time she went to the range.
She even shot a very powerful .454 Cassul. These hand guns are used to shoot big game such as
hippos, cape buffalo, elephants and various other creatures that will kill humans. At the range, she
fired approximately forty rounds, accurately. Alan Gornick commented that most men would have
not been able to handle that firearm as well as she did.
It's really hard for me to edit Karen's life and personality into a nutshell. I will miss her tremendously. There are not enough words I can write in this short article to describe the fantastic, beautiful
person that she was.
Love,
Marc Seymour and Nancy Young
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WANTED! PMYC members to participate as characters in the first
ever murder mystery dinner at PMYC. Everyone is welcome to
come for dinner and try to solve the mystery. We also need
members to volunteer to play a role to help facilitate the murder.
The game will be played during the course of the evening. Prizes
will be awarded for those who solve the mystery as well as best
costume, best sleuthing, best acting, etc.
Please email Jessica Ward at jessica.ward80@yahoo.com
if you are interested in playing a character or would like more
information.
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Dear Boating Partners and Dockwalkers:
We are excited to announce a great upcoming event! The California Coastal Commissions and the
California Department of Boating and Waterways’ Boating Clean and Green program and the
Keep The Delta Clean Program will distribute the 2013 Recreational Boater Kits
(http://www.coastal.ca.gov/ccbn/images/boaterkit-2012.jpg ) including the San Francisco Bay Area
and the Delta clean boating maps to promote clean and safe boating at the Pacific Powerboat
Expo and the Strictly Sail Pacific (http://strictlysailpacific.com/). We will be participating in this
show from Friday, April 12 to Sunday, April 14. This boat show will be in Jack London Square
in Oakland
MAP: http://g.co/maps/um24p
This is an amazing opportunity to reach a huge audience but... we can't do it without your help.
Please consider volunteering with us for one (or more) of the following shifts below. It will be great
if you could help us for two to four hours. Your assistance is really appreciated! Not only is it a
rewarding experience, but the event is tons of fun--hundreds exhibits, the new 2013 boat models
and marine accessory products , contests, hands-on features, and much more.
Please consider the following days and shifts




Friday, April 12th: 10 am - 6 pm
Saturday, April 13th: 10 am – 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 14th: 10 am – 5 p.m.

Parking and Public Transportation. Please check http://www.strictlysailpacific.com/shows/
directions.asp. You may want to park in the blocks further out of the show area. There are also
some parking lots options found at http://www.jacklondonsquare.com/parking.html In this link you
will also find the parking rates.
Consider taking Public Transportation. This information is found at
http://www.strictlysailpacific.com/shows/directions.asp
Thanks to the Boat show organizers, we will have a total of 8 passes per day. Thus, your
entrance will be Free to both shows! You can help us and then enjoy the boat show!
Please email or contact me (vmatuk@coastal.ca.gov (415) 904-6905) if you are available to join
us. We will send out more details about volunteer logistics when you sign up.
Many Thanks,
Vivian Matuk (California Department of Boating & Waterways California Coastal Commission)
and Dan Jordan (Contra Costa County Public Works and Keep the Delta Clean Program)
Vivian Matuk
Environmental Boating Program Coordinator
California Department of Boating & Waterways
California Coastal Commission
(415) 904-6905
Fax: (415) 904-5216
45 Fremont Street, Suite 1900
San Francisco, CA 94105
www.coast4u.org (Click on Boating Clean & Green)
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MOTHER’S DAY
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH
Sunday May 12th

10:00 – 2:00
Omelet & Pasta Bar
Carving Table
All the Trimmings

$16.00 Adults
$6.00 Kids 12 and under

MENU
Champagne -Orange Juice -Coffee -Milk
Fruit Salad
Omelet Bar
-Ortega Chili’s -Salsa -Red/Green Peppers –Ham -Black Olives
-Mushrooms –Cheese –Basil –Avocados -Green Onions
Bakery table
-Mini Muffins -Coffee Cake
Waffle table
-Waffle’s
-Blueberries in whipped cream
Pasta bar
Linguine
-White Sauce -Red Sauce -Pesto Sauce –Garlic -Shrimp -Sausage
-Ham -Parmesan Cheese -Black Olives –Tomatoes –Mushrooms -Basil -Pine Nuts -Hot Ground Red Peppers
Carving table
Prime Rib - Ham -Turkey
Country Bar
-Scrambled or Fried Eggs -Sausage
-Biscuits & Gravy, Hash Browns
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April Birthdays
1 – Michael Schmitz
2 – Brenda Eiden
5 – Bob Butte
7 – Irene Quinones
8 – Ken Rue
11 – Dusten Brown
11 - Sam Edwards
14 – Cheryl Schmitz
17 – Shirley Bly
18 – Mary Ellen Woolery
20 – Francine Korda
22 – Al Wichser
22 - Trish Wikoff
23 – Dana Kristoff
26 – Mike Millett
29 – Nicole Cecola
29 - Heidi Stange
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FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER

Nearly every Friday night (exceptions include Cruise
Weekends or a big event Saturday) a PMYC member

volunteers to host dinner for the membership.
The 2013 Friday Night Dinner Sign-up sheet is now
posted in the galley. Sign up and show off your cooking
talents or amaze us with an old family favorite recipe!
Make it fun or exotic or just different if you like! Include a theme drink or music! It's all
about members getting together and starting the weekend with good times, good food and
good friends!
Please contact Rear Commodore Alan Rock for details and instructions of how to run a
successful FND.

Alan Rock - 310-721-2825 alanrock1@gmail.com
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Advertise your business in The
Log. $10 per month; $100 for
one year. For more
information please email:

24

PACIFIC MARINERS YACHT CLUB
APRIL, 2013 OFFICER OF THE DAY SCHEDULE
FRIDAY

6:00 PM-9:00 PM

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 12:00 PM-5:00 PM
DATE

NAME

FRI 4/5/13

JOHN SOUTH

SAT 4/6/13

LEON MILHON

SUN 4/7/13

SAM EDWARDS

FRI 4/12/13

LARRY LAURINO

SAT 4/13/13

STEPHEN KEE

SUN 4/14/13

CHUCK CADIGAN

FRI 4/19/13

LISA STREHOLSKI

SAT 4/20/13

CARL BERRY

SUN 4/21/13

MARK NAPIER

FRI 4/26/13

RONALD DORFMAN

SAT 4/27/13

TOM HALL

SUN 4/28/13

DARLENA MONET
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April 2013
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

Fri

4 Single

5 FND

Mariners

Opening
Day

Sat

6

Appreciation

7

14

8

15

9

16

Sunday
Brunch

Regatta
Speakers
Seminar

21 Home 22

23

Port
Regatta

Monthly
Board
Meeting

28
Sunday
Brunch

29

30

10

17

24

11 Safety 12

13

& Sailing
Seminar

Catalina
To Port
Race

18 Single 19

20

Mariners

Murder
Mystery
Night

25

26

27

26

Please wear your NAME TAG when you are in the
Club House
PMYC MEMBERS
GUEST POLICY:
As a member you are entitled to invite guests to your club, but, you must be
present and issue a guest name tag.
Sign them into the guest register under your name as sponsor.

The Log is published on or as soon after the 1st of each
month
Deadline: 5 days before end of the month
Please submit photos or articles to:
logeditor@pmyc.org

